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At 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, August 21, 2014, Co-Chairperson Jon Phillips opened the 
Onekama Village and Township Community Parks and Recreation Committee regular 
monthly meeting in the Onekama Township Hall. Agendas were distributed. Other 
Committee members present were Mary Lou Millard, vice chairperson; Tom Gerhardt, 
secretary-treasurer; Roger Burger; Ken Franklin; Alice Hendricks; Sally Koon; Paul Mueller; 
and Mary Reed. Rudi Milasich, who is writing an application to have the excess sand 
removed from Langland Park, also was present. Township Clerk Helen Mathieu visited 
the meeting briefly. 

 
Additions to the Agenda—Co-Chairperson Phillips asked for additions to the 
agenda. Roger Burger said that he would like to discuss the Onekama web site. Phillips 
added this to the agenda before New Business. Phillips also said that Lee LaFleur, who is 
on the agenda, would not make his presentation today. Franklin asked when the 
Committee makes parks budgets? The answer was that they are usually made in 
February and March. 

 
Approval of the Minutes of July 17, 2014— Vice Chairperson Millard moved 
and Mueller seconded that the minutes of the July 17, 2014, meeting be approved. 

 
Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt presented the 
financial report for the North Point Park Fund. The bank balance was $18,738.76 on July 
1, 2014; a check was paid for $187.50 (for North Point Park brochures printed at 
Jackpine). The balance on July 31, 2014, was $18,551.26. The checkbook balance was 
the same amount. The Township has not deposited the extra $1,000 for the well to the 
North Point Park Fund, which the Board had voted at its May 6 meeting to accompany 
the $8,000 previously deposited. 

 
Gerhardt stated that $275.50 in donations for the Parks Appreciation Day has been 
received. There was no report for the Township’s General Fund 2014-2015 Budget for 
Recreation/Parks  Activities. 

 
Tree Subcommittee—Mueller, chairperson of the Tree Subcommittee, reported 
that he had talked with Township Supervisor David Meister about an irrigation system for 
trees in North Point Park. The Subcommittee now is seeking the design and cost of this 



irrigation system from an agent of the company. Mueller said that he would further 
pursue the matter with Meister’s assistance. 

 
Explore the Shores Subcommittee—Explore the Shores was to have met on 
July 22 about the dedication of the Village Park project. The meeting was cancelled, 
since the dedication could not be scheduled for Onekama Days because the 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund had to be notified in advance. 

 
Gerhardt mentioned a preliminary grant assessment that is usually done by the MNRTF 
at this time of the year for grant applications. This would be for the Langland Park 
application. Millard said that she would contact Tim Ervin about this. 

 
Park Watchers—Glen Park was discussed. Phillips; Gerhardt; and Susan Conradson, 
watershed specialist, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, Water Resources 
Division, Cadillac, met at Glen Park on August 5 at the point where Glen Creek 
originates from springs, which also is the north boundary of Glen Park. 

 
Phillips told Conradson that the Parks Committee wanted to use decking from the  
former Community Dock to build a bridge across the wetlands that would provide an 
alternative bypass to the trail that extends beyond the boundary of the Park onto the 
neighboring property. She said that a minor M-DEQ permit would probably be 
necessary for this work. It would be under $100. Koon asked if a letter had been written 
to the neighboring property owners about the situation. The letter could seek an 
easement for the trail or ask if the property could be purchased. Gerhardt said that 
such a letter had not been written. 

 
[Phillips and Gerhardt had previously on August 5 visited with Conradson at the 
Community Dock on Outlet Avenue for her to determine if a permit is needed there to 
build a new concrete walk. She had told them that no permit is needed for that work in 
the dry location that it is in.] 

 
At Glen Park, there is a lot of brush and trees down. Some of it is directly on the trail. 
Gerhardt said that it is a wildfire hazard and is accumulating more than had been 
expected. Mention was made of the directional sign for Glen Park in poor condition at 
the northwest corner of M-22 (Main Street) and Fourth Avenue. Phillips said he would 
see if Amor Sign in Manistee could do something about it. 

 
Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Reed reported that the series of programs 
presented by the Portage Lake Watershed Forever, “Tuesdays with Water,” July 15- 
August 19, 2014, were successful. The series featured what you should know about 
living with, near, or on Portage Lake. The speakers were excellent. She said that there 
was good attendance, but there were few Village and Township officials in the 
audience. Other programs may be scheduled. There will be a meeting Tuesday, 
August 26, to assess the program. 



The Wetlands Committee is still working on different ways that the wetlands can be 
protected while the property is still beneficial to owners. The Watershed also is working 
with its website. 

 
Parks Appreciation Day—August 2, 2014, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., was Parks 
Appreciation Day at the North Point Park parking lot. Millard said that several people 
asked what happened to “Sharks in Our Parks”? They believed that it should be done 
again. Hendricks said that it might be done with fish instead of sharks. Boats also might 
be used. Everyone concluded that there need to be more volunteers to work with the 
youngsters. There was no sign-in sheet this year for Parks Appreciation Day, so it is 
unknown who or how many people attended. 

 
Update on the Onekama Village Park—Burger said that work is virtually 
complete on the Village Park project that was funded by the grant from the Michigan 
Natural Resources Trust Fund. The lawn has been Hydroseeded; 750 yards of clean sand 
will be delivered as soon as the Corps of Engineers permit is received. Hendricks said 
that a problem with horseback riding in the Park has caused the new grass to be 
damaged. The damage may have resulted from horses owned by a local carnival. 

 
Milasich said that many unexpected expenses are incurred along the way with these 
grant projects. The Village does not have the income stream to keep up with these 
expenses. Beckett & Raeder did not have the supervisory role in the project. Rod 
Hudson, Village president, was the supervisor, which took a lot of his time. 

 
Hendricks stated that you need to know in writing up front what has to be done and the 
expenses that might be incurred. Milasich stated that the Alliance for Economic 
Success has several times sought grant money to cover the unexpected expenses. 
Contractor Swidorski has been helpful, too. Phillips stated that someone needs to talk to 
the Explore the Shores Subcommittee about the potential problems that can come up 
with these grant projects. 

 
Milasich mentioned that Lee LaFleur had talked to the Village Council about a 
bandshell for the Community. He will talk to several groups about this, including Parks 
and Recreation. 

 
Langland Park Sand Removal—The application for sand removal at Langland 
Park is being prepared by Milasich. He reported that Susan Conradson of the M-DEQ is 
supposed to give him copies of the application submitted and the permit issued for the 
work in Manistee Township along the Lake Michigan shore at the Bar Lake Outlet, as 
examples of what has been submitted and received before. It is believed that the 
application should not be made until the award of the MNRTF grant for Langland Park (if 
this happens), so that more specific plans can be made according to the work that the 
grant will underwrite. 

 
Milasich also said that he is seeking information about when the asphalt paving was 
added to the parking lot at Langland Park. Besides the traditional sources of the 
Township and Manistee County Road Commission records, Committee members 



suggested checking with Mary Kuipers, who has many post cards, and Reverend Alec 
Brooks, who has summered at the Channel for many years. Reverend Brooks is at 4210 
East Rosebush Road, Rosebush, MI 48878. Millard will check with Kuipers. 

 
1930 Pierhead Light—Phillips reported that Consumers Power needs an address 
number for the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Launch Site before a meter 
can be installed to light the 1930 pierhead light. The Manistee County Planning 
Department would like a map showing the property boundaries and the utility pole to 
which the service is being run for the light, so that the number can be established. 

 
Phillips has also filed to establish an address number for the electric service that is to be 
installed for the new well at North Point Park. Gerhardt suggested that Phillips contact 
Melinda Eberbach, supervisor, at Orchard Beach State Park to see if there is a plat map 
there. Orchard Beach handles the maintenance at the Launch Site and was helpful in 
dating the opening of that facility. There is a lease agreement between The State of 
Michigan and Onekama Township for the use of the Township of the site on which the 
pierhead light is situated. The description of the premises leased is in Attachment A, 
which does not seem to be with the lease, which was executed in March, 2010. 

 
Jim Mrozinski is handling the laying of the underground cable from the location of the 
meter to the base of the light and is also going to test the light with a generator to see if 
the bulb is good. Gerhardt had completed the historical booklet, The Pierhead Light, 
and had given it to Koon for printing 250 copies at Jackpine. Mrozinski, Phillips, Howard 
Hughes, and Millard had also reviewed the book. An insert with acknowledgements 
written by Mrozinski and Gerhardt will be made for the booklet before it is actually given 
away. 

 
At the Parks and Recreation meeting of July 17, 2014, the cost of the booklet was 
mentioned as $275. An additional color run showing the painting of Captain John 
Langland and the 1930 pierhead light at sunset on the inside of the cover will be an 
extra amount. 

 
International Bronze of Albertson, New York, is casting the bronze plaque, which is 24 by 
20 inches. It includes a rope border and the complete text; the text had been 
approved by the Portage Lake Harbor Commission.  The total cost of the plaque and 
shipping, which were paid by Onekama Township on August 13, is $1,106. The plaque is 
to be shipped the first week in September. A stone at the Launch Site has been 
selected on which to mount the plaque. 

 
For the Pierhead Light, $2,350 has now been donated. Donors include: Reverend Alec 
Brooks, Jack and Joyce Fischer, Paul and Ruth Anne Hickman, Lee and Lisa Nordloh, Bill 
and Babs Vaughan, Barbara Forwood, Sally Wood, Ralph and Shirley Baker, Ted Marty, 
the Portage Lake Garden Club, the Portage Point Summer Resort Corporation, and 
Gary Workman. [A donation for $400 was turned over to Mrozinski at Onekama Marine 
after the meeting. It was brought by Tim Wade; it is in memory of his parents, George 
and Nancy Wade; Bob Bennett; and Steve Applegate. This brings the total to $2,750, of 
which the cost of the plaque, $1,106, has been spent.] 



 

After some discussion about the dedication of the light, it was decided to hold it at 10 
p.m. on Sunday, July 5, 2015, when everything is finished for the ceremony of turning 
the light on at dusk, instead of lighting it by generator and conducting the ceremony 
without the plaque being present on Labor Day weekend. 

 
Gerhardt asked if he could send a booklet to each donor, when the booklet is printed.   
It was the consensus of the group to do this. This mailing would let them know the status 
of the light and inform them when it will be dedicated. 

 
Wiffle Ball—Franklin reported on the introduction of wiffle ball to Onekama, which 
was held on August 2, 2014, on the field next to the Onekama School Tennis Courts, 
sponsored by the Community Parks and Recreation Committee. The participants and 
those assisting were enthusiastic about the sport. 

 
Franklin would like to plan a wiffle ball program for Onekama during the spring. The 
Committee thought that the planning should be done in February. Millard suggested 
that the Committee needs to start planning all Parks and Recreation events in February, 
so that Committee members have more lead time in preparing for the events. 

 
Franklin also reminded the group that he had made a donation of money for a 
pickleball net (This donation was in place of the Township reimbursing him for welding 
he had hired done for the pickleball stanchions. The amount was $127.58, for which he 
was written a check from the North Point Park Fund, which was the wrong account. 
Franklin returned the check several months later.) Phillips told Franklin to have Leann 
Burger order the net; the Township should pay for it out of the Township’s General Fund 
2014-2015 Budget for Recreation/Parks Activities. 

 
Onekama.Info Web Site—Burger wanted to know if the Parks and Recreation 
Committee’s minutes are being placed on the Onekama.Info web site. Millard said that 
she had been submitting them. 

 
Onekama Consolidated Schools—Koon reported that a public meeting is 
being held on Monday evening, August 25, 2014, 7 p.m., at Farr Center about the two 
bond proposals for the Onekama Consolidated Schools that will be voted on in the 
November 4 General Election. The first proposal, which would be for .29 mills over a 15- 
year period, will address roofs, heating and cooling, security, and busses if it passes. The 
second proposal will address technology and be for .23 mills for a period of 5 years. 

 
Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting for August 21, 2014, adjourned at 10:00 a.m. The next regular meeting is on 
Thursday, September 18, 2014, at 8:00 a.m., in the Onekama Township Hall. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer 


