
 

 

ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2018 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. by Chairman Jim Trout. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

Members present: Robert Blackmore, Al Taylor, Beata Hunt, Jon Phillips, Trout. Absent: Tom Volkema, 

Roger Cody. Also present: Recording Secretary Mary Lou Millard. 

Cody arrived at 7:10 p.m. 

MINUTES: Motion by Blackmore, second by Hunt to approve the minutes of the August 16, 2018 

meeting with the following correction: “Trout drafted a letter for review by the Planning Commission, 

outlining the conditions observed on the Portage Point Inn ball field parcel. Discussion revealed that the 

zoning administrator had sent or is sending a letter notifying Bob Gezon of the violation. There was no 

action taken by the Planning Commission.” 

AMEND AGENDA: Add Outside Contract Permitting, under New Business. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: Trout gave Zoning Administrator Larry Thompson’s report of 20 

Land Use Permits issued thus far for 2018, 3 violations and 3 pending Land Use Permits for the month of 

August. 

Motion by Taylor, second by Cody that the Planning Commission make the Township board aware of its 

concerns on the ever-increasing work load amount placed on the zoning administrator with the current 

time allocation. Motion carried. 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

---  As a follow-up from the August meeting, a letter from Wayne Faber, Executive Director of Little 

Eden, was read. Trout said the letter from Faber regarded questions on fueling jet skis. The letter stated  

that “during the summer of 2019 Little Eden Camp will recommend to its family campers bringing jet skis 

to camp that they refuel at the Yard Two Fuel dock at Onekama Marine. Jim Mrozinski understands the 

issue with the dock and height of it above the water. He (Mrozinski) feels Yard Two fuel dock is better 

set up to handle the logistics of fueling smaller vessels like jet skis due to the lower dock.” 



---Township Ordinance on Signs: The sign issue in Pierport was discussed. The Township Board  has told 

residents it does not and shall not erect any signs on private property. The signs recently erected are 

private signs on private property. 

Motion  by Cody, second by Blackmore to recommend to the Township Board to amend Article 10, 

Section 1015 E-2 to read: “Section 1015 A ,1015 B, 1015 C and 1015 D of this ordinance does not apply 

to any sign which is a specific information panel or public safety sign for the direction of motorists or 

persons, which may be located, under authority of any statute or authorized governmental body, on any 

county road or state and federal right-of-way, or publicly owned parcel .” Motion carried. 

Motion by Cody, second by Blackmore to add E-5 to Section 1015-E, which reads : “ Section 1015 A, 

1015 B, 1015 C and 1015 D of this ordinance does not apply to any signs approved or in place prior to 

Sept. 20, 2018.”  Motion carried. 

A public hearing on the proposed amendments of Article 10, Section E-2 and E-5 will be held Thursday, 

Oct. 18, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. prior to the commission’s regular meeting 

NEW BUSINESS: 

--- Outside Contract Permitting:  Motion by Taylor, second by Phillips to recommend that the township 

Board actively pursue a Contract for Construction Permitting with Gale Associates of Richland, MI. 

Motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Comments received from Jim Barnard regarding questions on construction of a 30 x 

40 foot garage adjacent to his property on Ardmore/Lakeview. Barnard questioned why no permits are 

posted as required by the Ordinance and questioned why approvals were granted despite the presence 

of 2-3 existing accessory buildings on the property, and proximity to a septic system. Barnard was 

referred to the Zoning Administrator, DEQ/Barry Peterman, Manistee County Health Department and 

the Township Supervisor for definitive answers to his questions.  

CORRESPONDENCE: Trout referred to the previously presented letter from Wayne Faber. 

ADJOURN: 8:37 P.M. 

Submitted by 

 

Mary Lou Millard 

Recording Secretary 

 

_________________________    ______Absent_________________ 

Jim Trout, Chairman     Tom Volkema   



 

    

 

 


