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It is a busy time for the PLA as winter leaves us and summer approaches!

 Our website, which was reworked last year, is getting attention.  In the first full year of  operation, we have had 
over 52,000 page views from almost 16,000 individuals. The top web site searches were Lodging, Township, Dining, 
Events, Village, Shopping, Community, and Recreation. It is truly  becoming a community web site and we hope to 
add more features for 2012. Next up will be weekly fishing reports and lake information.  You will also see 
community  information on Facebook as we have two pages to post on - “1, Onekama” and Portage Lake 
Association.  In this newsletter, you will see articles on the Petunia Parade, the  Annual Fundraiser and the 
Monday Night Concerts  in the Park.  Please consider a donation to the Petunia Parade and if you have some time 
in the summer, we can always use volunteers to help maintain the beautiful flowers that line Main Street.  We hope 
to see many of  you at the Fund Raiser, but for 
those that cannot make it, you still can purchase 
raffle tickets for several nice items. Come and 
join us every Monday night from July 2 to 
August 20 and enjoy  a variety of music and 
entertainment along the shores of Portage Lake.
 You will also see articles on the Explore  
the Shores  park projects as well as  the 
M e m o r i a l D a y S h a k e d o w n F i s h i n g 
Tournament. The PLA has generously donated 
to these activities in our effort to make “the 
Portage Lake area a great place in which to live, 
play and stay.”  We will continue to support 
efforts in the community financially and with 
volunteer help that make the Onekama area a 
better place to live.
 We are working on an event to replace the 
Summer’s End Dance and preliminary  thoughts 
are a Fall Pig Roast and Benefit Concert in the 
Village Park. It will be held in September or 
October. We will keep you informed of  our 
progress over the early summer.
 Finally, Onekama faces a critical decision in 
t h e n e x t s e v e r a l m o n t h s o n V i l l a g e 
Disincorporation.  The PLA is taking no position 
on this issue as we are politically neutral as an 
organization. We are providing web site space 
to allow  citizens in the village and in the 
township to read up on this matter, and provide 
data from the Disincorporation Commission on 
how  disincorporation will impact the community. 
Please go to www.Onekama.info and look under 
Disincorporation Info on the home page.  You 
can also attend informational meetings on June 
21st or July 19th from 7-9pm at the Farr Center.  
The vote on disincorporation takes place on 
August 7th, 2012.
 If  you have an interest in working on 
community  projects or PLA events, please feel 
free to contact me @ windsongmi@aol.com and 
I will see that your donation of time is put to 
good use. Thank you for your support of  the 
Portage Lake Association. Al Taylor, President

PLA Makes Major Donation to Phase 1 of 
Onekama Parks Explore the Shore Program

 The PLA Board of Directors, at the April 2012 Board meeting, 
authorized a $5000 donation for 2012 and another $5000 
donation in 2013 to support the first phase of  the Explore the 
Shores program in Onekama. The Joint Parks and Recreation 
Committee, working with the Alliance for Economic Success 
(AES), has applied for grant support for three projects.  The first 
project is at Langland Park (also known as the Turnaround) which 
will consist of parking lot repairs, restriping for improved parking 
and sand removal from the lot edges, removal of sand and dune 
stabilization around the current boardwalk and gazebo, addition of 
access structure and mats for Universal Access to the beach area, 
and the installation of  a well for water and permanent restrooms 
with compost toilets. The second project will be at the Onekama 
Village Park and will involve an improved beach area with 
Universal Access mats, a stair system between the beach and 
park for sitting and to reduce sand migration into the park, a beach 
volleyball area, improved sand for the beach and a path for beach 
cleaning machine to access the beach when needed and removal 
of  the old tennis and basketball courts. The third project includes 
outdoor improvements to the Farr Center to enhance the outdoor 
experience during events  at the center.  All three projects will 
include improved signage and educational signage.  
 The total estimated cost of  the first phase of the projects is 
around $525,000.  In order to qualify for the grants, which cover 
around 70% of  the total project cost, we must have quality 
projects  that increase Universal Access and we need to have a 
significant amount of  matching funds from the community.  The 
township has pledged $87,000 and the Village has pledged 
$20,000.  The Portage Lake Watershed Forever group, who led 
the Explore the Shores project, is  donating $5000 in 2012.  In 
kind contributions of work totaling $25,000 have been received 
from local sources for work on removal of the tennis courts and 
infrastructure at the Village Park.  
 The 2013 PLA donation will be in the form of matching funds 
for money raised in the community for the parks project.  All PLA 
donations are contingent on obtaining the grant funds. We will 
make more details available on this as they are developed.
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7th Annual Onekama Marine “Shake Down” Tournament
   The 7th annual Onekama Marine Inc. Memorial  Weekend “Shake Down” Tournament will take place Friday May 25, 
2012 with the Ladies Tournament, and continue with a two day Tournament on Saturday May 26, and Sunday May 27, 
2012.
   Onekama Marine feels fortunate to facilitate the annual “Shake Down” tournament and are pleased to be the base of 
operations for salmon fishing on Portage Lake. Established in 1963 Onekama Marine Inc. is family owned and operated 
marine facility that has carefully grown and progressed to meet the needs of the Great Lakes boating community. With 
two sales facilities, Onekama Marine and Lake Michigan 
Yacht Sales, located in Bay Harbor, MI we offer a large 
variety of new and pre-owned boats from 16’ to 60’ 
including brokerage listings and service, as well as a 
comprehensive on-line sales website. We also provide 
summer dockage, and winter storage plus marine 
electronics sales and installation by trained technicians. 
This year’s “Shake Down” is one of 16 tournaments held 
on Lake Michigan with 3 events being held in Wisconsin. 
The “Michigan” based contests begin in early spring at 
Michigan City, IN and the Tournaments move North 
(coordinating with the natural  migration of the salmon) to 
the final grand finale at Manistee with the Manistee 
Monster Mania. Manistee is the hub of the Tournament 
Trail events and they alone host 3 tournaments, as well  as 
an event called “Tight Lines” which is exclusive to war 
veterans as a “Thank You” to those defending our nation. 
This is at “no cost” to the participants and is funded by 
contributions for this event from the Manistee/Onekama 
area Tournament Trail and other local supporters. These 
events bring great benefits to the entire shoreline of 
Michigan as fisherman leave thousands of dollars at each 
tournament town as they move North throughout the 
summer and fall.
   This year’s Onekama Marine Inc Memorial  Weekend “Shake Down” Tournament is made possible by our sponsors: 
Advance Tackle Inc, Apple Valley Orchards, Auto Value, Bell  Industries, Big Al’s Pizza, Blarney Castle, Callaway 
Construction, Century 21 Boardwalk, Dreamweaver Lures, Franz Market, Grayden, Kaleva Meats, Lookout Shoppe of 
Onekama, Ludington Beverage Co., Manistee County Sports Fishing Association, Manistee Ford, Onekama Building 
Supply, Portage Lake Association, West Shore Bank, and Wonch Battery. With the PLA as our primary sponsor, we 
appreciate the “Home Town” support for this worthwhile event.

For more information about the Onekama Marine Inc Memorial Weekend “Shake Down” Tournament please call or email 
Carrie at 231-889-5000 or carrie@onekamamarine.com  or Fred MacDonald at 231-723-7975 or macdonald@toast.net 

!

Frank English, Portage Lake Association Board of 
Directors and Fishing Contest Chairperson 

presenting a $1500.00 check to Jim Mrozinski 
of Onekama Marine for sponsorship of the 

Onekama Marine Shakedown May 25 - 27th as 
Tournament Trails promoter Fred MacDonald looks on.

Plant It Pink
National Garden Clubs ‘Plant It Pink’ In Support Of Breast Cancer Awareness

If a stroll around your neighborhood this spring and summer includes gardens with a pinker-than-usual palette--and 
maybe even a proudly pink birdhouse--don’t be too surprised. There’s a good chance that you’re simply witnessing the 
most visible aspect of the new Plant It Pink project developed by the 200,000-member-strong National Garden Clubs 
Inc. in partnership with Susan G. Komen for the Cure®, the world’s largest breast cancer organization. 

"As the largest volunteer organization of its type in the world, 
National Garden Clubs can be a powerful  voice for positive 
action," says Barbara D. May, president, National Garden Clubs 
Inc. "The Plant It Pink initiative is an outgrowth of our commitment 
to community service, which historically includes everything from 
conservation and beautification to therapeutic horticulture. With 
Plant It Pink, we effectively blend fundraising, education and a love 
of growing things--not only for their beauty, but to support healing 
in several ways."
    The Portage Lake Garden Club encourages all who wish to 
plant flowers in their yards this year to consider growing pink 
flowering plants to join with this national effort.  Be creative and 
show off your support for breast cancer research and the survivors 
in our community!

mailto:carrie@onekamamarine.com
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THE VILLAGE - APRIL 2012
Welcome back to our Snowbirds!!  Things have not been slow while you were away!

Disincorporation of the Village of Onekama has been a major topic of discussion these past months.  The Commission has 
completed its plan. There will be two Public  Meetings to address residents’ questions concerning the disincorporation on June 21 and 
July 19.  Then it will be up to the public to make its decision by voting during the Primary Election August 7th. 

Thinking of running for an office?  There are openings!
 Individuals who are running for office during the November election need to start working on obtaining signed petitions now.  There are 
two deadline dates for petitions depending if one is running for a Township or a Village office.  As we do not know what the outcome of 
the vote concerning the disincorporation, those wishing to run for Village Council positions, their petitions must be in by August 14th 
at 4 pm.   Note: Those running for a Township Board position, their petitions must be in by May 15th at 4 p.m.  Please check with 
the Onekama Township Clerk, Helen Mathieu at the Township Hall, 5435 Main Street (Rt. 22) or call 231-889-3308 to verify this 
information. 
 
Village Park Beach Improvement – Phase 1
As part of the Explore the Shores project in Manistee County, the Village is seeking funding from the Michigan Natural  Resources Trust 
Fund to develop universal  access to the beach in the Onekama Village Park.  Among other things, this project consists of enlarging the 
beach and beach nourishment, peron stairs, a barrier free ramp to the beach and interpretive signage.  Thanks to a donor, the tennis 
court's fencing has already been removed and the park looks better already.  If the grant is approved we will  start the other work as soon 
as possible.  There are numerous individuals and organizations in this community to thank for their help with the planning of this project, 
and for projects in other parks including  Langland Park (the turn around), Glen Park, The Portage Lake Wetlands Park, Farr Center 
grounds and Zosel Park.  This is part of a long term project to enhance access for everyone to Lake Michigan and Portage Lake.

Village Brush Pick Up is under discussion and hopefully will  be the 1st and 3rd Friday of the month during the summer and early fall.  
Brush pick up is for small  amounts of yard debris only.  Large amounts of tree limbs, old bushes and trees need to be removed by the 
property owner.  Thank you!

The Farr Center is for rent for special occasions (parties, receptions and other events).  Rental  fees range from $50 to $125 
depending on the number of persons attending the event.  Contact the Village Clerk, Ruth Hudson for all the information regarding 
available dates, fees and permitted uses. 

Village office hours for clerk and treasurer are Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday from 9 to 2.  Address of Village Hall is 5283 
Main Street and phone number is 231-889-3171. 

Village Council meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 7 pm and everyone is welcome.
Township Trash Day is June 23rd 8:30 until about noon at the Village Garage.

LIVING BY THE WATER as we do, we all need to be more aware of how we care for our lakefront.  Watershed Initiative 
Forever, the Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program (along with other organizations with the same goal-  preserving our clean 
water) have some suggestions for those of us who live on a shoreline.  
Basically - KEEP IT NATURAL.     Here are some specific suggestions:
 Plant low maintenance native trees and shrubs to reduce erosion and absorb runoff; prune trees- don't remove them;  
    keep solid surfaces to a minimum (use porous materials for walks and drives),
 Redirect runoff away from the water's edge; leave grass about 3" high- it retains moisture,
 Start a buffer – leave some grass uncut and unfertilized along the water's edge,
 Soften or naturalize your shoreline with grasses, aquatic plants, deep rooting native plants; let imported sand erode away 
    naturally and allow native plants to reestablish
 Consider a pipe, cantilever or floating dock- avoid treated wood
 Properly maintain your septic system
 Baking soda and vinegar are great cleaning products!
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As we welcome spring and summer, we on the village staff , 
hope you enjoy Onekama with all its beauty!
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Steam and Squeegee llc 

Carpet Cleaning!

231-889-7054       231-735-4680 

 

!

10% off services. Limit 1 coupon per customer.  

ccall. 

!

Doug King - Based in Onekama 
 

!

We Clean it All! Carpeting, Upholstery, 
Windows, Light Fixtures, Air Ducts, Tile-

Grout, Hot Power Washing, and More!                                 

!

King Services 

Handyman - Painter 

Doug King 
Owner   

Phone: 231 889 7054 
 $25.00 off any Service Call.        

Limit 1 coupon per customer  

r!ALEYa

Dave & Beth BarreG o*,e^Dave & Beth Barrett, Owners
                                                      14468 Wuoksi
Phone 231.362.2106                          P.O. Box 127
Fax 231.362.2107                        Kaleva, MI 49645

16th ANNUAL PORTAGE LAKE FUND RAISER  -
 "Our America the Beautiful"

   June 23, 2012 is  the date for the annual PLA Fund Raiser, which will be held at the Little River Casino 
Resort.  It promises to be a great event, so mark your calendars and plan to bring family and friends.  
Doors  open at 5:30pm and dinner starts at 7pm.  This is our main fundraiser and all proceeds support 
programs that enhance the living experience in Onekama and the surrounding community.
   The theme for the event is  “Our America the Beautiful”.  The theme will encompass  the Northwest 
Michigan area where we live with all of its natural beauty. The fundraiser committee’s  work  is  well 
underway; volunteers are securing live and silent auction items, along with raffle table items and they 
promise to be better than ever with something for everyone. Over $20,000 of prizes  will be auctioned or 
awarded at the event.   
  We are offering our Golf Extravaganza Raffle again with courses from  Ludington to Traverse City and 
two winners.   We are also raffling: a top of the line Apple iPad 4G, Wi-Fi, 16GB Verizon Compatible; a 
custom designed Onekama hooked, with hand dyed wool, rug by Alaina Trout;  a 10’ Kayak; and a 32” 
Samsung LCD TV.  All of these items will have limited tickets available and tickets will be sold outside of 
the event. They will be available for purchase by the first week in May and can be ordered from Barb 
Wolverton, (see order form info for contact information).
   The PLA Shoreline Savings Coupon book is  full of discounts  for services, dining, entertainment, golf, 
and specialty items  that will be of interest to all.  The coupon books are free to attendees  at the event and 
will have offer over $1500 in savings  for its users.  Additional coupon books are available for your friends 
at $10 each.
  We are looking for folks  who would like to help with the event. If you have input on what we can do to 
enhance the experience, or if you would like to volunteer, please contact Al Taylor at 889-0205 or email at 
windsongmi@aol.com. You can also use this  contact if you would like to donate goods or services, or if 
you would like to purchase a coupon in the coupon book for your business.

More details and pictures of prizes will soon be available on our website.  
Visit us at www.onekama.info 
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Show everyone what you love about Northwest Michigan –  – Our America the Beautiful!
The theme for the 16th annual PLA Fund Raiser is “Our America the Beautiful” and what 
better way to see our part of America is through the eyes of our members. Please send 
us your favorite photos of landscape, events and people enjoying the area from 
Ludington to Northport and include your name for credit.  We will include as many of 
them as possible in our overhead display during the event. If you have any videos that 
can also be shown at the event and they are in electronic format, we will try to include 
some of those as well. Please email your selections to Steve Szilvagyi at 
szilvagy@gmail.com.  We need your selections by end of May in order to complete the 
presentation in time for the June 23rd event.

mailto:windsongmi@aol.com
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http://www.onekama.info
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TICKET ORDER FORM for Fund Raiser - Saturday, June 23, 2012
Doors Open at 5:30pm, Dinner at 7pm

If attending the dinner, please indicate dinner choice as this will be a plated dinner and not buffet.

NAME(s)             _____________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS          _____________________________________________________

                           _____________________________________________________
TELEPHONE     (________)____________________________________________ 

E-MAIL                _____________________________________________________

 How Many   Packages      Number of dinners by type

#_______ Single Dinner, no general raffle tickets @$35
#_______ Single Dinner + 20 general raffle tickets @ $50
#_______ Couples Dinner, no general raffle tickets @ $70
#_______ Couples Dinner + 40 general raffle tickets @$100
#_______ Children (under age 10) $9.00 for each child meal   

 
General raffle tickets are for a variety of table raffle items and do not include kayak, golf package, TV, 

iPad or Onekama Rug.  These tickets are listed below and may be purchased separately. 

Outside Raffle Tickets – will be sold in limited amounts, and there may be some ticket availability at the 
event.  You need not be present to win for these raffles.  Kayak will be delivered in local area only! 

 
 #_______RAFFLE ITEM (Golf Extravaganza) @ $20 ea. 2 winners.  Only 100 tickets available
 #_______RAFFLE ITEM (KAYAK) @ $10 ea. Only 100 tickets available
 #_______RAFFLE ITEM (32" Samsung LCD Flat Screen TV) @ $10 ea. Only 100 tickets available
 #_______RAFFLE ITEM ( iPad, 4G, Wi-Fi,16GB Verizon Notebook) @$10 ea. Only 100 tickets available
 #_______RAFFLE ITEM ( Onekama Hooked Wool Rug by Alaina Trout) @$10 ea. Only 200 tickets available   

Additional Coupon books @ $10 ea. (each attendee gets one free book)  $____________
TOTAL FOOD PKG. COST         $____________ 
TOTAL RAFFLE TICKET COST         $____________ 
Donation (we are unable to attend but would like to contribute)   $____________
 
                                                                                         TOTAL AMOUNT -  $_________________ 

                                                                                           check included with this form.   

Please return this form to:  Barb Wolverton, PO Box 366, Onekama, MI  49675

For credit card payments, please call Barb Wolverton at the Alpine Motor Lodge at (231)-889-4281 
extension #2, with your order and credit card information.  

*The final date for advance sale reservations is June 16, 2012. 
**Dinner cost will be $45 at the door if not pre-registered.  

***Seating is limited, and may not be available at the door. 

_______ Prime Rib   ______ Salmon
_______ Prime Rib   ______ Salmon
_______ Prime Rib   ______ Salmon
_______ Prime Rib   ______ Salmon
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Public interest in the U.S. Bicycle Route System (USBRS) Is Quickly Growing
    Michigan’s  MDOT will submit an application this month for the U.S. Bicycle Route 35, which runs along the 
Lake Michigan shoreline.  A ribbon cutting ceremony and inaugural bike ride is scheduled in Traverse City, MI at 
the AASHTO (American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials) Spring Meeting on May 19, 
2012. The Michigan section of United States Bicycle Route 35 (USBR 35) is being developed by a Corridor 
Committee made up of  representatives of the Cities of Sault Ste. Marie, Petoskey, Traverse City, Manistee, 
Ludington, Muskegon, Holland, South Haven and Saint Joseph.  USBR 35 makes its way along M-22, through 
Onekama.  
 US DOT Secretary Ray LaHood announced the new  route approvals by AASHTO for Maine, New  
Hampshire, Michigan and Alaska saying, “Thirty states are now working on routes to serve as easy-to-ride trunk 
lines connecting city, regional, and statewide cycling trails. These will provide transportation, tourism, and 
economic development opportunities across the country.”
 In all four states, tourism and economic development revenue were oft-cited goals for communities joining 
the effort to establish these new  routes.  Bicycle travel is becoming an increasingly visible part of the adventure 
travel market, which, according to a recent study issued by the Adventure Travel Trade Association, generates 
$89 billion annually. In January 2010, researchers at the University of  Wisconsin calculated that out-of-state 
visitors traveling to Wisconsin for great cycling opportunities generated $532 million in economic activity. With the 
addition of in-state touring cyclists, the total economic impact is close to $1 billion. 
 The new  routes have been under development since AASHTO’s Board of  Directors approved the national 
corridor plan for the USBRS in October 2008. "The day after AASHTO approved the corridor plan, volunteers 
contacted our office and asked if they could start developing the route from Marine City to Ludington," 
commented Josh DeBruyn, bicycle and pedestrian coordinator for the Michigan Department of  Transportation 
(DOT).  "Management supported the idea that this project would be a grassroots effort, and it’s worked out 
tremendously." DeBruyn said the route will be determined by local governments, based on guidelines laid out by 
the American Association of  State Highway and Transportation Officials. The route will use existing infrastructure, 
including roads and bicycle paths, he said. The association has compiled considerations for what makes a road 
suitable for bicycle travel, including everything from road shoulders to sewer grates that don't trap a cyclist's tires. 
Because the route would follow  existing roads, the only necessary cost would be for signs marking it, DeBryun 
said.
 The U.S. Bicycle Route System (USBRS) will one day be a network of  officially numbered interstate bicycle 
routes that connect America’s cities, suburbs, and rural areas.   Corridors are not routes, but 50-mile wide areas 
that link key destinations, urban centers, and take into account the natural landscape. Corridors can be added, 
changed, or shifted by states as needed.
  State departments of  transportation (DOTs) apply for 
U.S. Bicycle Route designation and work in coordination with 
local agencies and organizations in planning and choosing 
routes.  Projects to help create U.S. Bicycle Routes can be 
supported through federal, state and private funds. For more 
background information see: www.adventurecycling.org/usbrs, 
Map of Michigan USBR Proposed and current routes
http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/
mdot_proposedusbikeroutesmap_7810.pdf plus there are weekly 
updates posted to the Adventure Cycling blog (http://
blog.adventurecycling.org), the USBRS Facebook page with 
almost 20,000 fans www.facebook.com/usbrs)
and Twitter feeds (@USBicycleRoutes)

http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/mdot_proposedusbikeroutesmap_7810.pdf
http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/mdot_proposedusbikeroutesmap_7810.pdf
http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/mdot_proposedusbikeroutesmap_7810.pdf
http://www.swmpc.org/downloads/mdot_proposedusbikeroutesmap_7810.pdf
http://blog.adventurecycling.org
http://blog.adventurecycling.org
http://blog.adventurecycling.org
http://blog.adventurecycling.org
http://www.facebook.com/usbrs
http://www.facebook.com/usbrs
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An OCS Student Speaks for 
the Theatre Program

 Onekama, Bear Lake, and Brethren 
schools collaborate each year for a spring 
musical, which I've participated in since the first 
show in 2007. This program has been an 
incredible asset to my character. It's built my 
confidence and self-esteem. It's helped me with 
public  speaking, and taking on responsibilities. 
It has also given me an outlet for my creative 
enthusiasm!
 I find it incredible that it is the only 
program offered through the school that isn't 
competitive, and that there's a place for 
everyone. I have friends who run the lights and 
sound, friends who are on the stage crew, 
friends who choreograph dances, and, of 
course, friends who act. It's a team effort, and 
you really have to work with everyone to make 
the show go the way it's supposed to.
 I decided to audition for Beauty and the 
Beast in 2007 because I love to sing, and I 
thought I would give acting a shot. I was cast 
as Crony #1, and I was so thrilled to say my 
one line every night. I didn’t realize that I would 
fall  in love with the stage, but I did—head over 
heels. I can remember looking at the girl  who 
played Belle, thinking, “I want to be just like her 
someday.” As I grew older, I took on more 
responsibilities for each show. I was a “utility 
player” for a couple shows, so I had several 
smaller roles. In Annie, I think I played seven 
different characters! As for last year? I was the 
lead in Willy Wonka.
 This year, I not only have a big role, but I 
also helped to organize costumes and 
choreograph some of the musical numbers. 
This program has seen me mature, and I’ve 
seen it grow as well. I’ll  be heartbroken to leave 
it next year. That’s why I’m determined to make 
my mark in the program. I want to inspire 
young people the way Belle inspired me, to 
pour my heart into my last couple of shows 
before I graduate. And after that? I don’t know 
yet.
I just know that I can’t imagine a life without 
musical theatre. I have no choice but to pursue 
it, either as a career or a hobby, and I have the 
cooperative drama program to thank for that.

by Emily Barnard (who starred in 
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ this spring)

What is Happening at Onekama Consol idated School?

Onekama Community Schools
Recreation, Community Ed and

Fitness Center News
The Winter Community education and exercise class offerings 
included 8 different classes with 77 participants.  During the Spring, 
we offered 11 different classes with 97 participants.  Watch for news 
of  the next class offerings for the Fall in the July PLA newsletter or 
check on the school website.

Fitness Center:  the summer hours for the fitness center 
are the same as year round:  

M-F 5 am until 8 am and M-F 3 pm - 9 pm 
Saturday, 8 am – 10 am  •  Sunday 1 pm – 8 pm

Anyone wanting information on the fitness center or classes can get 
that by cal l ing the school or going to our web s i te :  
www.onekama.k12.mi.us/

 For many of  you, May 20, 2012 will just be another day, but for 
the Onekama senior class, this day signals the end of high school. 
This  day also defines the beginning of a new  era for them. On this day 
34 seniors will don their cap and gowns, and on shaking legs walk up 
to receive their diplomas. 
 This year’s senior class consists of Kyle Acker, Austin 
Barnett, Gabriella Bellinger, Kathleen Brauer, Erin Brown, Jaylee 
Brown, Katelynn Fettig, Tyler Fogerty, Randal Fraley, Cody Graf, 
Madalyn Harvey, Mariah Hunt, Chance Johnson, Mikayla Johnson, 
Daniel Kasper, Tanner Kott, Truman Lee, Sean Lowe, Jennica 
Mathieu, Rubee McCaslin, Nolan Miller, Ryan Mills, Brandon 
Morrill, Lindsay Nesburg, Dalton Olson, Nicholas Osborn, Chad 
Packard, Emily Pomeroy, Nicole Slater, Andrew Slevin, Danielle 
Ward, Alexander Welch, Dylan Werth, and Cordell Williams. 
 Madalyn Harvey will stand as the Onekama Class of  2012 
Valedictorian and Nicole Slater will stand as salutatorian. And on May 
20, 2012 they will give us their words of  wisdom, of  advice, and of the 
future. It’s  not something I would miss and it’s not something I’d advise 
you to miss either. 
The class of 2012 is a great one. Come and support them and watch 
them close another chapter on their lives. May 20, 2012: don’t let it 

just be another day; let it be a day of celebration. 
Time:  2 pm  •  Place:  Onekama School Gym

Submitted by:  Elizabeth Bergren, OCS student

http://www.onekama.k12.mi.us/
http://www.onekama.k12.mi.us/
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Portage Lake Association Monday Night 
Concerts in the Park Lineup Announced

     The lineup for 2012 is set and it promises to be a good one!  
We have a variety of quality concerts with some returning 
favorites, as well as some new bands. This outdoor 
entertainment is one of the most pleasant evenings you can 
experience in July and August. People come from Manistee, 
Wellston, Portage Lake, Arcadia, Bear Lake, Brethren, Kaleva, 
Frankfort and even Cadillac, as well as our many summer 
visitors from various parts of the Midwest. We averaged 
250-400 in 2011 per concert and the word is getting around. 
Come early! Bring your lawn chairs or blankets, and even a 
picnic if you wish. Concerts start at 7:00 PM and usually last 90 
minutes or so. All ages are welcome!

July 2 Doc Yankee’s Piano Party – 
      2 piano players having fun with Blues, Rock and Roll 
July 9 CEYX – 
     50 years of Rock and Roll Favorites 
July 16 Madcat, Kane and Maxwell Street – 
     a return favorite with Blues, Rock and Jazz 
July 23 Picks & Sticks Stringband – 
     a return favorite with Folk, Swing, Country and Bluegrass 
July 30 An Dro – 
     Celtic Based, World Beat Music 
Aug. 6 BlueShadow Band – 
     50’s 60’s and 70’s Motown, Big Band, etc. 
Aug. 13 Peter, Paul & Mary Remembered –  
     Jim Hawley’s tribute band to the famous trio 
Aug. 20 Blue Coast Quintet – 
     another return favorite with Blues, Pop, Folk

Check out www.Onekama.info for more information on each 
concert as the concert date approaches George Punches, 

Chairman, Steve Szilvagyi, Margaret Punches and Al Taylor – 
Concert Committee.  Questions? Call George at 231-889-4306 

or email gpunches@chartermi.net

 The 211 program is 
now available in Manistee 
County! This free service 
has been a huge asset so 
far, and we have high 
hopes fo r i t s fu tu re 

success. You might be asking, what exactly is 
211? Well, it is a free, 3-digit telephone number 
that can be used in non-emergency situations. A 
quick, easy call can provide information about 
hundreds of services, from the local to the 
national scale. Anyone can call 211 at any time! 
 There are dozens of reasons why a person 
might call  211. It is useful in the event of a 
disaster, or even something less urgent such as 
finding directions to the courthouse or the hours 
of the local library. The service can connect you 
with information about where to find prescription 
assistance, legal aid, educational  opportunities, 
low cost medical care and so much more!
 Many people in Manistee County have 
already found the 211 service to be incredibly 
helpful. One resident wrote to the Manistee 
Action Team describing how one young adult 
used 211 to connect with the Kaleva Lions Club, 
who enabled him to get a pair of eyeglasses. 
Another local person used the service to help her 
elderly mother pay for her utility bills and 
prescriptions.
 The 211 service has the potential to help 
our community in many ways, and it has already 
affected many residents positively. So don’t 
hesitate! The next time you have a question 
about something in the community, or need non-
emergency help, call  211 or 1-877-211-5253 (you 
will need to use the longer number with a 
smartphone).

Written by: Emily Barnard, OCS student

!



April Showers Bring May Petunias
 This years’ PLA Petunia Committee has met and the time table for the preparation, planting and watering has 
been set.  As always, your donations, as well as volunteering to help with the project, is critical to the success of 
this and every year’s Petunia Parade.  
 All of the preparation, planting and daily summer watering of  the petunias is done solely by area volunteers.  
Many people in our community give their time and show  their pride through our summer long display of  beautiful 
multi-colored petunias.
 Every cent of the money that is donated to the Petunia Parade, via donation envelopes or canisters located in 
area businesses, is used only for the Petunia Parade.  Every cent goes towards the purchase of bed preparation 
materials (soil removal/replacement when needed, weed killer and fertilizer), planting day materials (flowers, 
potting soil, water buckets, and trash bags), watering supplies (Miracle Grow, Bloom Booster, and watering hose 
repair and trailer maintenance) and anything else that is needed to insure the success of the Petunia Parade.
 It’s important for you to know  that we receive compliments in person, via mail, and even phone calls from 
people all over Michigan, as well as out of state, saying how much they enjoy Onekama’s flowers. 
 Thank you!  Thank you for your donations!  Thank you for your help!  Thank you for enjoying the petunias!  If  
you can help, great!  If you’re busy, we understand.  Just remember that someday when you’re driving through 
Onekama and you see someone pulling weeds or you come upon the watering trailer, just beep your horn and 
say thank you.  It means a lot knowing you appreciate what we’re doing!
 If you are interested in becoming a committee member or volunteer, please contact any one of the following 
2012 Petunia Parade committee members:  Marilyn Acker, Nancy Behring, Judy Blackmore, Jewelee Franklin, 
Diane Marion, Tammy Messner, Sue Osmus, Mary Reed and Carol Tamulis.

THE PETUNIAS 
NEED YOUR HELP!!!

We are in desperate need for at least four 
people, or 2 teams, to volunteer to help water 
this year’s crop of petunias.  The only 
requirement is that you need a vehicle with a 
trailer hitch (preferably a pickup truck or SUV) to 
pull the water tank and trailer.  It takes about 
1-1/2 hours from start to finish.  Our goal is to 
have a minimum of 4 teams, consisting of a 
driver and water distributor.  Each team would 
be required to water 3 days a week for a total of 
4 to 5 weeks during the summer (averaging 1 
week per month).  If you are interested, but 
cannot find a partner, that’s ok.  We’ll find a 
teammate for you.  Please help us find four 
people to pull the water trailer down M22 to give 
the petunias a drink.  Contact Tammy Messner 
at tammy.h@charter.net or 889-5442.

NEWSLETTERPORTAGE LAKE
ASSOCIATION Newsflash

“ THANK YOU” 
from the Petunia Parade

 The Petunia Parade committee would like to take 
this opportunity to publicly thank the volunteers who 
will be taking a well deserved hiatus from the Petunia 
Parade.  The committee thanks Kay Simons for the 
many years of dedicated service as a leader and 
member of the Petunia Parade committee and 
watering volunteer.  We’d like to point out that, at one 
time, Kay and Sue Osmus were solely responsible for 
watering!  The committee also thanks Chuck Reed and 
Sheila & Jim Heiser for their years of commitment as 
watering volunteers.  Thank you for rising early from 
your slumber to make sure the petunias received what 
Mother Nature could not always offer.  Thank you also 
to the volunteers who may not be able to return this 
year to help plant, adopt or roll up the petunias.  Your 
support of this beautiful project has, and will continue 
to be, greatly appreciated!

MAY 2012                                                                                                 

Join Us For Our 

Annual Petunia Planting

May 23rd at
 8:00 a.m.

Raindate: M
ay 24th at

 8:00 a.m.

Join Us For Our 
Annual Petunia Planting

May 23rd at 8:00 a.m.Raindate: May 24th at 8:00 a.m.
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Join Us For Our 
ANNUAL PETUNIA PLANTING

Wednesday - May 23rd at 8:00 a.m.
Raindate: Thursday - May 24th at 8:00 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!

May 25th – 27th Memorial Weekend Shake Down Tournament -
hosted by Onekama Marine, Inc.

June 23rd – 16th Annual PLA Fund Raiser “Our America the Beautiful” - 
at the Little River Casino Resort

Monday Night Concerts in the Park Begin July 2 to Aug 20
 at 7pm for evenings in the Onekama Village Park


