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At 8:02 a.m. on Thursday, May 21, 2015, Chairperson Jon Phillips opened the Onekama 
Village and Township Community Parks and Recreation Committee regular monthly 
meeting in the Onekama Township Hall.  Agendas had been distributed.  Other 
Committee members present were Mary Lou Millard, vice chairperson; Tom Gerhardt, 
secretary-treasurer; Leann Burger; Roger Burger; Ken Franklin; Kevin Hughes; Sally Koon; 
Fire Captain Clinton Osborn; and Mary Reed. 

 
Approval of the Minutes of April 16, 2015—Millard moved that the minutes of 
the April 16, 2015, meeting be approved. Franklin seconded the motion; the motion 
carried. 

 
Public Comment—There was none. 

 
Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt presented the 
financial report for the North Point Park Fund. The balance on April 1, 2015, was 
$19,884.76. On April 30, 2015, the balance remained at $19,884.76. There was no report 
for the Township General Fund Budget for Recreation/Parks Activities April 1, 2015- 
March 31, 2016, expenditures. 

 
Tree Subcommittee—Saturday, May 9, 2015 was the Arbor Day Celebration at 
North Point Park organized by the Tree Subcommittee of Parks and Recreation. Twenty- 
eight people attended the event. There were no students there. The weather was cold 
and damp. Josh Shields, Outreach Forester of the Manistee Conservation District, gave 
the demonstration on tree planting. A total of eighteen trees were planted in the 
continuing efforts to provide an arboretum at North Point Park. The trees were good 
trees of different varieties. 

 
Information was available on invasive plants and diseases of trees. Exhibits were 
provided by the Portage Lake Watershed Forever. Native shrubs to plant at home were 
given away. Phillips said that the Tree Subcommittee will decide what it will do in the 
future at its next meeting. He also mentioned that the trees already had been watered 
with the water wagon and water obtained at Skip and Betsy Bergquist’s house, as the 
new well at North Point Park has not been drilled yet. The electric service is connected 
at the Park and a meter has been installed. 



Explore the Shores Subcommittee—Millard urged Committee members to see 
the kayak launch at Arcadia. The Alliance for Economic Success is exploring ways to 
fund a kayak launch for Onekama Township. Locating a kayak launch at the M-DNR 
Launch Site has been considered. Leann Burger said that a vendor for kayak launches 
should be consulted about the kayak launch being successfully used in rough waters 
like those present in Portage Lake at the Launch Site. Patrick Bentley also has been a 
consultant on the establishment of a kayak launch in Onekama Township. 

 
Langland Park—At the Onekama Township Board meeting of May 4, 2015, 
Resolution No. 2015-11 was adopted for the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
Grant—Langland Park Development. The Resolution reads in part: 

 
“Resolved, that Onekama Township, State of Michigan, does hereby accept the terms 
of the Agreement as received from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, 
and that the Onekama Township Board of Trustees does hereby specifically agree, but 
not by the way of limitation, as follows: 

 
1. To appropriate all funds necessary to complete the project during the project 

period and to provide eighty-seven thousand dollars ($87,000) to match the 
grant authorized by the Department. 

 
2. To maintain satisfactory financial accounts, documents, and records to make 

them available to the Department for auditing at reasonable times. 
 

3. To construct the project and provide such funds, services, and materials as may 
be necessary to satisfy the terms of said Agreement. 

 
4. To regulate the use of the facility constructed and reserved under this 

Agreement to assure the use thereof by the public on equal and reasonable 
terms. 

 
5. To comply with any and all terms of said Agreement including all terms not 

specifically set forth in the foregoing portions of this Statement.” 
 
Langland Park this summer will operate as it has for the past few seasons. Most of the 
work will be done in 2016. 

 
Park Watchers—Phillips reported that he and Jason Sievert are to meet about Glen 
Park maintenance. On Monday, June 15, 10 a.m., Josh Shields will walk Glen Park with 
members of Parks and Recreation, and the Tree Subcommittee. This will serve as the 
inspection tour from which to establish goals and projects. Roger Burger said that 
someone has been cleaning leaves there. Leann Burger has been clearing the trails of 
sticks when she walks there. 

 
Millard reported that tubs are filled with petunias at Feldhak Park. She also said that no 
shrubbery at the marker had yet been planted. Gerhardt had visited Langland Park 
and found that the gazebo complex was cleared of sand. 



 

Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Reed said that the Portage Lake Watershed 
Forever continues to work on identifying wetlands and storm drains that are not to have 
refuse or contaminants put in them because they flow into Portage Lake. The 
Watershed will mark these storm drains. On Thursday, July 9, 2015, the Portage Lake 
Garden Club will have a public meeting at 1 p.m. at Farr Center with Manistee County 
Planner Rob Carson as speaker. The discussion will include the preparation of the 
Manistee County Parks, Recreation, and Trail Plan. 

 

The Watershed is looking for an administrative assistant. There has been no formal 
advertisement for this position other than just word of mouth. A job description has 
been written; if anyone has a candidate to suggest, Reed should be contacted. Reed 
further reported that Bear Lake has three watersheds—Bear Lake, Bear Creek, and a 
Coalition. A coalition, which is composed of several watersheds, is more effective 
because of providing strength in numbers. 

 
Pickleball—Discussion turned to the moving of the steel stanchions for the pickleball 
net outdoors at the Onekama School. Leann Burger said that the stanchions are heavy 
to move. Hughes said that he would see that they are moved in and out, and stored 
when not in use; this would be done by the School maintenance men. Franklin said 
that an official pickleball portable net for use outdoors in special events and 
tournaments needs to be ordered; it was approved at the April 16 meeting of the 
Committee. 

 
It will be paid for out of the Township General Fund Budget for Recreation/Parks 
Activities. It must be stored indoors when not in use. The official pickleball portable net 
will cost around $150. Cindy Kadzban will order this through the Onekama School. 
Kadzban will be sure the nets are in or out. 

 
Tennis—Hughes said that the repair of the tennis nets for the Warren Vaughan Courts 
at the Onekama School will be undertaken but money may be needed to replace 
them if repairs cannot be made. Hughes also reported that the School through its 
sinking fund paid for resurfacing the Courts. 

 
Helicopter Landing—Bob Blackmore, a Township Trustee, was at the meeting for a 
few minutes to report that on Wednesday, May 27, a helicopter is landing at the School 
at 8 p.m. Captain Osborn was out of the room at the time; on his return, he said that it is 
part of training for the Onekama, Bear Lake, and Arcadia Fire Departments by North 
Flight EMS. Hughes, as the School Superintendent, said that he will make sure 
arrangements are made for this. 

 
Pierhead Light Dedication—Phillips reported that the electric meter and service 
connection are in at the M-DNR Launch Site for the Pierhead Light. The cable from the 
service connection to the Light will have to be trenched in, and then the connections 
will have to be completed. The rock for the bronze plaque will have to moved, and the 
plaque will have to be installed on it. 



 

Gerhardt said that he sent the information from the dedication booklet, The Pierhead 
Light, to Terry Pepper, executive director, Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers Association, 
at the request of Jim Mrozinski. Pepper is including it intact in the spring issue of the 
Association’s magazine to publicize the dedication on Sunday, July 5, 2015, when the 
light will be turned on at 10 p.m. 

 
As there is still no speaker for the event, Hughes suggested that Don Stroup, who does 
wonderful impersonations, be asked to appear as Captain Langland.  Stroup, of 
Brethren, taught at the Onekama School; he is minister of the Brethren Church of the 
Brethren.  Gerhardt said that Bill Vaughan, who with his wife Babs donated to the 
completion of the light, also might be a possibility.  He is known to resorters.  Gerhardt 
will pass these suggestions to Mrozinski, who is working on obtaining the speaker. 

 
Parks Appreciation Day—Phillips said that Mrozinski is again donating half of the 
cost of refreshments for the Parks Appreciation Day, Saturday, August 8, 2015, 11:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., during Onekama Days, which is August 7-9. Josh Shields, Outreach 
Forester of the Manistee Conservation District, will lead a nature walk through Glen Park 
at 10 a.m., on August 8. 

 
“Sharks in Our Parks” will be held 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. on the eighth, with Koon and 
Millard organizing the event. Koon asked if there is any money for this activity? Phillips 
said for her to bring back anticipated expenses next month for the June 18 meeting. 
There will be eight parks to visit: Carden Park, Feldhak Park, Zosel Street Walk-In Park, 
Onekama Village Park, Rotary Park, Glen Park, North Point Park, and Langland Park. 

 
Participants may start or end up at North Point Park; information and maps will be 
available at all parks. Baskets with trinkets will be placed along trails or on park lands. 
There should be prizes for those visiting all of the parks. There might be fifty to seventy- 
five participants. 

 
Franklin says wiffleball also is going to be played. He emphasized that all of the Parks 
and Recreation activities should be advertised in the Lions Club brochure for Onekama 
Days. In addition, there should also be a special parks brochure telling about Parks and 
Recreation activities throughout the year. Hughes said that the School alert system 
and sign could promote activities as well. 

 
Beach Volleyball—Leann Burger had specifications for volleyball courts that she 
shared with the group. She said that an important item is that the sand must be clean, 
screened sand. Roger Burger reported that the Onekama Village Council said that the 
beach is too restrictive for this activity in terms of space. The alternative would be to 
construct the court in a grassy area, which requires the removal of sod and topsoil, and 
filling the hole with sand. 

 
Hughes added that these courts are not always on the beach and asked that the grant 
agreement be checked for a requirement that a beach volleyball court be established. 



Roger Burger agreed to see about this. Franklin said that alternative sites should be 
checked for orientation to sun and wind. Leann Burger will estimate costs of the court. 

 
Rip Tide Signs—Phillips said that there are two Rip Tide signs here at the Township 
Hall that need to be mounted. Leann Burger suggested that one be mounted at the 
beach gate in Langland Park; the other should be where people access the north pier 
itself. The signs were brought to the Township Hall by Jim Mrozinski. 

 
Onekama Consolidated Schools—Hughes said that the school year is coming 
to a close. Graduation is Sunday, May 31. Onekama is the only school in Manistee 
County that had increased enrollment this year. Thirty-nine students are graduating. 

 
Onekama Village Parks—Roger Burger reported that the restrooms in the Village 
Park were power washed; the parks have been cleaned of winter debris and have 
been mowed. Flags have been placed along Main Street for Memorial Day. Franklin 
asked if any attempt has been made to relieve the crowded conditions at the Village 
Park boat ramp by informing boaters of the alternative ramp at the M-DNR Launch Site? 
Burger did not know of any. 

 
Portage Lake Association—Phillips said that 3,800 petunias had been planted by 
the students and had been watered once. The PLA Fundraiser, “Onekama Memories,” 
will be June 27, 2015. 

 
Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 
meeting for May 21, 2015, adjourned at 9:55 a.m. The next regular meeting is on 
Thursday, June 18, 2015, at 8:00 a.m. in the Onekama Township Hall. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer 


