
ONEKAMA VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY  

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 

 March 17, 2016 
 

________ 

 

 

At 8:01 a.m. on Thursday, March 17, 2016, Chairperson Jon Phillips opened the 

Onekama Village and Township Community Parks and Recreation Committee regular 

monthly meeting in the Onekama Township Hall.  Agendas had been distributed.  Other 

Committee members present were Secretary-Treasurer Tom Gerhardt, Leann Burger, 

Roger Burger, Kevin Hughes, Sally Koon, and Mary Reed.  Al Taylor of the Explore the 

Shores Subcommittee was also present.     

  

Approval of the Minutes of February 18, 2016—Reed moved that the 

minutes of the February 18, 2016, meeting be approved.  Leann Burger seconded the 

motion; the motion carried. 

 

Addition of Items to the Agenda—Phillips added Arbor Day under old business; 

Taylor stated that he would like to add two businesses offering recreational 

opportunities under new business. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt said that there has 

been another update to the financial report for Recreation/Parks of the Onekama 

Township Profit and Loss Budget Performance April 1, 2015, through January 29, 2016, 

that was presented at the last meeting.  The update was issued on February 27, 2016.  

 

The categories and the amounts spent for the stated period (April 1, 2015-February 27, 

2016) are General Parks, $9,218.64; Glen Park, $4,955.00; Lake Michigan Park (Langland 

Park), $1,097.27; Feldhak Park, $770.00; Harbor Commission, $0.00; Village Parks, $0.00; 

Wetlands Park, $0.00; Langland Park, $15,029.29, out of a budgeted $137,000.00 

(includes Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant match of $87,000.00); North Point 

Park, $5,894.66, out of a budgeted $15,918.33; DNR Park, $132.82; and Other, $0.00, 

giving a total of $37,097.68 (15.9 percent) spent for Recreation/Parks out of a  budget of 

$232,918.33, leaving a balance of $195,820.65 as of February 27, 2016.   

 

Between January 29 and February 27, a bill for Contractual Services ($30.00) was paid 

for North Point Park.  Phillips mentioned that at the Onekama Township Special Board 

Meeting and Budget Work Session of March 9, 2016, $80,000 was tentatively allowed for 

Recreation/Parks during the April 1, 2016-March 31, 2017, Township fiscal year.  This 

amount is to be divided among the Onekama Township Parks.   

  



Tree Subcommittee—It was reported that Herb Lenon of the Tree Subcommittee 

will have back surgery.  Reed reported that Arbor Day will be celebrated in the 

Onekama Village Park on Saturday, May 7 at 10:00 a.m.  There will be trees planted.  

Plans are to put them in large containers along Main Street in Onekama.  Phillips asked 

Roger Burger if he had discussed these plans with the members of the Village Council.  

Burger said that he had done so at the Village Council meeting the night before.  The 

reaction was positive, but the Council members wanted more information before the 

Council approves this plan.   

 

Josh Shields of the Manistee Soil & Water Conservation District will be Arbor Day speaker 

at this event.  Hughes said that he would like publicity sheets to hand to students at the 

Onekama School.       

 

Explore the Shores Projects—Taylor reported that the Spicer Group has been 

hired by the Alliance for Economic Success to coordinate the engineering for the 

projects being undertaken by the Explore the Shores Countywide.  This includes the 

proposed kayak launch at the M-DNR Launch Site on Portage Lake.   

 

Taylor updated the group on the Langland Park project, of which he is project 

manager.  He said that bids are due in April.  There is not an overabundance of 

contractors available.  The pre-bid meeting was cancelled, because it was felt that 

some potential contractors may not want to bid if they had to attend the meeting.  A 

permit to drill a well could not be issued, because there is no sewer or septic 

connection available.  It made no difference if this well would be equipped with an 

electric pump or a hand pump.   

 

It is hoped that the construction will begin before the end of April.  The status of the 

permit for the removal of the sand dune at Langland Park is unknown.   

 

The kayak launch project at the M-DNR Launch Site was the next report given by Taylor, 

who said that the application for Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund money to do 

this project is being written by the AES with the assistance of Pat Bentley with Spicer.  

Onekama Township has to be in the process of negotiating a lease for the site of the 

kayak launch in order to apply for funding on April 1.  Leann Burger asked if adverse 

wave action had been addressed.  Taylor said that it had been.   

 

Letters of support for this project should be sent to the Alliance for Economic Success at 

395 Third Street, Manistee, MI 49660.  The letters should be addressed to Tamara 

Jorkasky, Region 2 Grants Coordinator, Grants Management Section, Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources, P. O. Box 30028, Lansing, MI 48909.   

 

Koon moved and Reed supported that the Parks and Recreation Committee write a 

letter of support for the kayak launch project.  The motion carried; Vice Chairperson 

Mary Lou Millard is to write the letter.   

 

The public meeting for the kayak launch grant application will be on Wednesday, 

March 23, 2016, at 9:30 a.m. in the Onekama Township Hall.  The project will be 



reviewed at this meeting and public input will be received.  A special meeting of the 

Onekama Township Board will be held at 1:30 p.m. also on March 23 at the Township 

Hall.  The Board is to act on the adoption of Resolution 2016-01 for the “Submission of 

Application to the Natural Resources Trust Fund for Development of Universally 

Accessible Kayak and Canoe Launch at DNR-Owned Launch Site, Portage Lake.”  

 

Manistee County-Wide Park and Recreation Plan—Chairperson Phillips 

said that he had talked with Tamara Buswinka at the AES about what is to be done now 

that the Manistee County-Wide Park and Recreation Plan is written and approved, and 

is current for the next five years.  She said that taking the steps to accomplish the goals 

and objectives is important now.   

 

Summer Park Tours—Phillips said that Mary Fairgrieve of the Portage Lake 

Association had asked him to organize summer tours of Onekama Village and Township 

Parks.  Taylor said that this program would go with the interactive map of parks that he 

is trying to develop for the web site.   Leann Burger said that we need to know what a 

guide is to do for these tours.  When you ask people to do this, they need to be told 

what to do.  We need to know exactly what Fairgrieve wants for this program.  Taylor 

said that we need to know what she wants done and what we are to accomplish.   

 

Hughes thought information on park history and available activities should be offered to 

all potential users.   

    

Park Watchers—Park Watcher Leann Burger requested time to report on Glen Park, 

which she walks through on a regular basis because of living nearby.  She recently 

checked to make sure that no trees are down across the trail.  She said there is only one 

down; it is on the trail that has been found to be beyond the Park boundaries.  And, 

once we start giving tours, the trail bypass should be in place.  Another problem spot for 

tours is the stairway leading down the hillside to the wellhouses.    

 

Chain stairs might cause erosion.  The present wooden steps are deteriorating where 

the treads meet the risers.  The stairs are needed to negotiate the hillside and should 

not be removed without replacing them.  She also said that the bridges over Glen 

Creek should be checked for stability.  Leann Burger agreed to continue as a park 

watcher for Glen Park.   

 

Onekama Consolidated Schools—Hughes reported that the student test 

scores are up.  The Onekama School is always looking for ways to entice families to 

move to the District to bolster enrollment at the School.  Leann Burger said that new 8-

week sessions begin April 4 for the community education program.    

 

Village of Onekama—Roger Burger said that because of the lack of snow, work 

has begun on the parks already.  Koon asked what will be done to remove all of the 

blown-in sand at the Onekama Village Park.  Burger answered that a rotary broom will 

be used.  The launch dock in the Village Park will go in as soon as the ice is gone in 



Portage Lake.  The reimbursement from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund for 

the shoreline work at the Village Park has come through.      

 

Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Reed reported the Portage Lake Watershed 

Forever has been working through its partnership in the Manistee Coalition of 

Watersheds to meet with realtors next week.   A new employee at the Manistee Soil & 

Water Conservation District is working with the Watershed.  She and Jeneanne Fitzgerald 

are organizing a program for the June Watershed meeting, which will be open to the 

public.   

 

Hughes mentioned that good programs could be organized by the Watershed and/or 

the Conservation District for students in the Onekama Schools.  The Schools need to 

know about these programs.  Reed announced the July 23 Watershed Fundraiser that is 

to be held at the Ted Arens home at Crescent Beach.  She also said that the Lake 

Management Program summaries would be on the Onekama.info website.  Volunteers 

are needed to collect Portage Lake water samples.  

 

Portage Lake Association—In beginning the Portage Lake Association report, 

Taylor told the Parks Committee that the M-22 Trails book is offered on the Onekama 

Facebook.  There is talk about reversing the Onekama Days Parade route.  There is also 

discussion about moving the PLA festival tent to the Village Park.  These changes are 

due to the stock car races being scheduled at the Manistee County Fairgrounds, where 

the festival tent has been previously located and the Parade has ended.  The PLA is still 

looking into a new launch site for the Onekama Days fireworks.   

 

Taylor further asked that the Parks Committee be organizing its Parks Appreciation Day 

and Sharks in the Parks! (Saturday, August 6, 2016) so that they can be placed in the 

Onekama Days publicity folder.  Koon said that Millard already had contacted her 

about working on Sharks in the Parks!  He announced that the first of the Monday PLA 

Concerts in the Park will be June 27.  A concert is also scheduled for Monday, July 4.  

 

Kayaking and Paddleboarding; Longboarding—Taylor related that 

opportunities for kayaking and paddleboarding will be offered again at the Portage 

Point Inn by the group from Pentwater that was at the Inn last year.  Papa J’s in 

Onekama also is bringing a group in to offer these recreational services.    

Taylor said that he is not able to work with the longboarding event this year.  It will be in 

May. 

  

Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 

meeting for March 17, 2016, adjourned at 9:56 a.m.  The next regular meeting is on 

Thursday, April 21, 2016, at 8:00 a.m. in the Onekama Township Hall.   
 

Respectfully submitted,                                                                           

  

 

                                                                                  Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer      



 


