
ONEKAMA VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY  

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 

 October 15, 2015 
 

________ 

 

 

At 8:05 a.m. on Thursday, October 15, 2015, in the absence of Chairperson Jon Phillips—

Vice Chairperson Mary Lou Millard opened the Onekama Village and Township 

Community Parks and Recreation Committee regular monthly meeting in the Onekama 

Township Hall.  Agendas had been distributed.  Other Committee members present 

were Tom Gerhardt, secretary-treasurer; Roger Burger; Leann Burger; Ken Franklin; Paul 

Mueller; and Mary Reed.   

  

Approval of the Minutes of September 17, 2015—Franklin moved that the 

minutes of the September 17, 2015, meeting be approved.  Leann Burger seconded the 

motion; the motion carried. 

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Vice Chairperson Millard had copies of the 

Onekama Township Profit and Loss Budget Performance, April 1 through October 13, 

2015, for each Committee member present.  She said that the Township hopes to have 

this report available every month for the Committee members.   

 

Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt presented this financial report for Recreation/Parks, 

explaining some of the items.  He stated that the Township had closed the North Point 

Park Fund checking account and placed the balance of $15,475.33 as well as $443.00 

from other donations under Income, Donations, which brought the total for North Point 

Park to $15,918.33. 

 

Under the Expenses, Recreation/Parks, a separate category is for North Point Park.  

Deducted from $15,918.33, Donations, is $4,948.44, leaving $10,969.89.  The other 

categories and their amounts are General Parks, $8,358.64; Glen Park, $935.00; Lake 

Michigan Park (Langland Park), $1,097.27; Feldhak Park, $330.00; Harbor Commission, 

$0.00; Village Parks, $0.00; Wetlands Park, $0.00; Langland Park, $371.50, out of a 

budgeted $137,000.00 (includes Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant match of 

$87,000.00); DNR Park, $90.16; and Other, $0.00, giving a total of $16,131.01 spent for 

Recreation/Parks out of a total budget of $217,000.00. 

 

Ken Franklin would like to see projections of the spending included.  Roger Burger would 

like to have Al Taylor, project manager for the Langland Park shoreline improvements 

funded in part by the MNRTF grant, tell the group more about projected costs there.  

 



Tree Subcommittee—Mueller reported that Canfield Climbing Clippers of Buckley 

was awarded the $4,000.00 contract for removing twenty hazardous trees and debris 

from Glen Park.  This action was taken by the Onekama Township Board at its October 6 

meeting.  Isaac Canfield of the firm said that it would be late October or in November 

before the work could be done by his firm.  Leann Burger suggested that a request for 

proposals be written for any work on which is being bid for the Committee and 

Township, so that the bidders can have the same information in writing, and be 

adequately informed and present additional options. 

 

Explore the Shores—Representatives from the Village of Onekama will join staff 

members of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources in dedication of the 

enhancements at the Onekama Village Park, 11:00 a.m. on October 16, 2015.  Millard 

urged the Committee to attend this event, which has been coordinated locally by the 

Manistee County Community Foundation and the Alliance for Economic Success.   

 

The project included demolition and removal of a tennis court, construction and 

installation of new playground facilities with play areas for children of different ages, 

and beach improvements as well as universal access to the beach.  Members of the 

Explore the Shores Subcommittee, before it was a part of the Parks and Recreation 

Committee, were involved in the choice of Beckett & Raeder as the design and 

engineering firm that created conceptual designs for parks in Onekama Township and 

Village in a program funded by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality’s 

Coastal Management Program.   

 

County Parks and Recreation Plan—Reed reported that she, Phillips, and 

Gerhardt met with Tamera Buswinka, Community Development Director of the Alliance 

for Economic Success, about the Onekama Village and Township information for the 

County Parks and Recreation Plan.  Buswinka said the County Plan will replace The 

Portage Lake Community Five-Year Plan for Parks and Recreation in the Village of 

Onekama, Onekama Township, and the Onekama Consolidated Schools, which is 

current through 2018. The new plan is to be completed in December, 2015.   

 

Reed said that the condensed description for the Onekama Community still is being 

requested, although Gerhardt had completed it and emailed it as well as provided a 

CD of it.  Reed will find out why it is still being requested.   

 

Regulations for Onekama Township Parks—At the previous meeting, a draft 

of Regulations for Onekama Township Parks, which had been sent to the Planning 

Commissioners by Jim Trout, chairperson of the Onekama Township Planning 

Commission, was discussed.  A request had been made by the PAR Plan, Onekama 

Township’s insurance company, that regulations for the Township parks be placed in 

writing, so that there is a basis for police power and/or legal action if this becomes 

necessary. 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee members commented on the proposed Regulations, 

which were listed in the minutes of the September 17 meeting.  The Planning 



Commission met on that evening and prepared this draft of the Regulations while 

considering the comments of the Parks and Recreation Committee:   

 

1. Hours of use are dawn to dusk, excepting the Langland  

      Park/Turnaround Beach.   

2.   Other than in designated areas, motorized vehicles are prohibited. 

3.   Trash must be carried out and properly disposed of.   

4.   Camping is not allowed in Township parks.   

5.   Open fires are allowed only in designated fire rings at the  

      Langland Park/Turnaround Beach. 

6.   Hunting is not allowed in any Township Park.           

7.   Plant life must not be disturbed.  

 

Millard said that at its October 6 regular meeting, the Onekama Township Board took 

the following action on the Regulations as written in the draft minutes of that date: 

 

“Motion by Blackmore, seconded by Wisniski, to change No. 5 to read  

‘Open fires are allowed only at Langland Park/Turnaround Beach,’  

and to schedule a public hearing on the complete list including the  

change, for 8:45 a.m., Monday, November 2, 2015, prior to the regular  

Township Board meeting.  Motion carried.”  

 

Electric Bills at North Point Park and the 1930 Pierhead Light—Millard 

reported that discussion at the October 6 Township Board meeting also included the 

electric bills at North Point Park and the 1930 Pierhead Light.  Gerhardt had copies of 

both of the bills for the last billing period of a month; the bill at North Point Park for 

electricity there to run the new well was $24.06; the bill at the 1930 Pierhead Light to 

illuminate it was $30.16.  A substantial part of both of these bills was the $20.00 each 

system access charge, which is a flat rate for all metered electric service.  The Township 

Board decided to disconnect the electricity at the Park for the winter, since the well is 

not used during that time.   The use of solar power to run the Pierhead Light is being 

investigated as to cost.    

 

Onekama Consolidated Schools—Leann Burger said that the Community 

classes began September 28.   The new Yoga class and Karate class are both filled and 

have fifteen students each.  

 

Village of Onekama—Roger Burger invited everyone to the dedication of the 

enhancements at the Onekama Village Park on October 16, 2015, 11 a.m.  He also 

reminded the Committee members that Consumers Energy, which has 54 miles of lines 

in the Township and Village, will be tree-trimming in November and December.  They 

are attending governmental meetings to explain how this will be done.   

 

Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Reed reported that the Portage Lake 

Watershed Forever did not meet in September.  The annual meeting of the organization, 

at which officers will be elected, will be in November.   



Portage Lake Association—Everyone felt that the Portage Lake Association Fall 

Festival on October 10 was a great event!    The scarecrows for this event are very 

unique and festive.   

 

Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 

meeting for October 15, 2015, adjourned at 8:55 a.m.  The next regular meeting is on 

Thursday, November 19, 2015, at 8:00 a.m. in the Onekama Township Hall.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

                                                                           Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer      

 


