F@r’f@ag@ Faf@é R@s@)ﬁ and
A dditions

8. Fortage Park Resort and Additions,
Fortage Foint north of and including
QOutlet Avenue; North Point and along
the northern shores of Fortagc Lakc

Ccmcctcrg at

Olcl Fortagc
(| ocation

Unknown)

T he area where the settlement of Fortagc was located was included in
Manistee Township at the time of Manistee Countg’s organization in
1855. Onekama Township became a separate entity in 1 867. After

several Partics had owned the cntcrprisc at Fortagc, aland contract
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was issued in 1866 for the mill’s sale to Porter and Bates, which later
became FPorter and ComPany of Cl’n’cago. T o harness the swift
waters of Fortagc Crcck to oPcratc the watcr-Powcrcd mill and to
facilitate the ﬂoating of the |ogs to it, a dam had been erected causing
the waters of Fortagc | ake torise highcr and highcr. T he water level
of Fortagc La|<c would ﬂuctuatc, often as much as 50ré Fect, ﬂooding
the lands of those PcoPlc rcsiding and/ormcarming around the | _ake.
Also, Fortcr and ComPang would not allow these settlers without
Paging a hcavg toll to use the bridgc Picr that was built out into |_ake
Micl'!iganjust north of the present location of the Sunset [ouse on

the Lakcislc Avenue Road E_ndjust west of Lakcsidc Avenue.
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Some E_arlg Forl:agc Park Views

879% (UPPcr) and 8817 (| ower) South For‘l:agc P oint Drive
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50, the homesteaders dug in 1871 what became the Channcl that
lowered the level of Forl:agc | ake. The ]owcring of the | ake left higl'\
and dry 5,000,000 feet of logs and caused the closing of the water-
Powcrcd mill. Augustinc W.Farrin 1870 had become the gencral
agent and manager of the Fortagc Mi"s for Fortcr and Compang. ]n

F arly
Fortagc Fa rk

Name SEgns

1882, a couplc of years after the stcam~Powcrcd mill was moved to the
Prcscnt—-dag Onckama, f:arr Purchascd the Propcrtg. Thc original
Fortagc FPark Resort was Plattcd in 1915, after the Northern Michigan
Transportation ComPany acc]uirccl the Propcrtg from f:arr 133 aland

contract issued in 1909.
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The Pla’c for For‘tagc Park Addition was recorded in 1917 and
included land east of Fortagc Park along the Fortagc | ake shoreline.
The Pla’c for Fortagc Park Addition No. 1 was filedin 1921; it

included more land along | ake Michigan as well as north of Fortagc
Point Drive.

8775 Norwood
Avenue

Tom Gcrharclt, Mag 2008



8876
| akeside
Avenue
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