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President’s Letter
The Portage Lake Association, Onekama, and Northern Michigan had another great summer.  We all enjoyed the 

beautiful weather and the return of many of our friends and family.
Onekama is blessed with an abundance of natural beauty.  Among which are the many lakes and parks in our town-

ship.  The past two years, the Township Parks and Recreation Committee has been accessing the needs of our parks, 
updated the 5 Year Plan, and begun repairing and improving our township parks.

Northpoint Park’s asphalt path has been repaired and resurfaced and has become a beautiful park to walk with 
friends or your dog.  Langland Beach, due to limited access, is now scheduled for driftwood and debris cleanup this 
spring.  A new Universal Access Kayak Launch at the DNR Launch will be coming next summer.  Historic Glen Park 
has had fallen trees removed from all hiking paths and has had multiple bridges and boardwalks repaired. The committee 
is currently seeking out 2020 grants for Glen Park restoration.  Parks and Rec Committee conducted a Scavenger Hunt 
during Onekama days.  Many of us had a great time learning about and enjoying all the parks within our community.  
So, thanks to the hard working people who make up the Township Parks and Rec Committee.  Keep up the good work.  
We all love our parks. 

Now that summer is over, we look forward to cool, crisp days, delicious apples and big round pumpkins.  We also 
look forward to SCARECROWS lining Main Street in Onekama!!!  We not only get to enjoy the scarecrows from the 
end of September until Halloween, but during Fall Festival on Saturday, October 12, we will get to vote for our favorite 
one. Proceeds from the Scarecrow Contest will go to the St. Joseph Community Food Pantry. So make sure you take a  
stroll down Main Street with family and friends and decide which Scarecrow you want to vote for.

Fall Festival will also feature, Crafters and Food Vendors, FREE games and activities for kids, A Pet Parade, Scare-
crow Contest, Silent Auction, Pumpkin Decorating Contest and much more.  To start it all off at 10:00 A.M., there will be 
a 1-Mile Fun Run where costumes are encouraged but not necessary.  Look for all the events scheduled for Fall Festival 
on www.onekama.info.com or on our Facebook page 1,-Onekama, Michigan.

Near and Farr Friends has returned.  There will be wonderful guest speakers, informative discussions, and fun 
games.  Near and Farr Friends meet at Onekama Township Hall every Thursday at 2:30. Through December 5.  Don’t 
miss out on all that Near and Farr Friends offers by checking out their entire schedule on www.onekama.info.com.

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Christmas in Onekama which will be held on Saturday, November 23, at 
Onekama Consolidated Schools Gymnasium.  The gym will be filled with crafter and vendor booths offering that unique 
gift for all those on your Christmas list! If all that shopping gets you hungry, don’t forget to stop in the cafetorium for the 
Chili Cook-Off!  Christmas in Onekama, what a great way to start off your Christmas shopping.  That evening there will 
be a dinner at M-22 Grill in Onekama.  Come join us for a delicious meal and friendly conversation.  Look for details on 
www.onekama.info.com or our Face Book page.

Celebration of Lights will be held the following evening, November 24th at the Farr Center.  It will begin with the 
lighting of the Christmas tree lights followed by a reading of names of all the loved ones we hold dear to our hearts.  
Then it’s time for Hot Chocolate, Christmas Cookies and Christmas Carols inside the Farr Center.  A memorable way to 
start the Christmas Season.  Come join us!

The Portage Lake Association looks forward to seeing you at Near and Farr Friends, Fall Festival, Christmas in 
Onekama, M-22 Grill Dinner and Celebration of Lights.

 Best Wishes
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More Up To Date Information at www.onekama.info

Portage Lake Watershed Forever
Summer activities focused attention on Portage Lake, but the 

entire Portage Lake Watershed was busier in less visible ways. 
The Portage Lake Watershed Forever (PLWF) group worked 
through the summer on immediate matters of lake and watershed 
protection and future matters of the mission, procedures and sci-
ence that will keep our water supply healthy and protected.

Regular treatments for invasive plant species were per-
formed in our lake as scheduled this summer. This year 50 of the 
lake’s 2116 acres were treated. High water and overall season-
al temperature changes had affected some of the schedules for 
treatment, but overall effectiveness seems to have kept invasive 
aquatic plant issues at a level similar to last year. This is a good 
sign for the health of Portage Lake.

Additionally, seasonal Ecoli monitoring which began in 
late spring,  gathered data from ten sites six times during the 
summer.  PLWF is working with Michigan’s District 10 Public 
Health Department to continue to explore possible sources of 
any high count sites.  The Health Department received a 3 year 
grant for this work in 2019, 2020 and 2021. (Data reports on this 
are available at the Onekama Township and Village offices.)

As part of the PLWF efforts to map and monitor Portage 
Lake for a number of water quality issues, the group contracted 
with Dennis Wiand of  Zero Gravity to use drone technology to 
conduct a shoreline survey over a three day period (July 31-Aug 
2).. The drone survey will provide helpful data on lake health 
matters such as/but not limited to: greenbelts; erosion issues; 
harmful aquatic invasives; and sandbars/shoals and shoreline 
use issues. The final report is expected to be available soon

The contract with Wildlife and Environmental Services has 
been signed and the survey of the entire shoreline and treatment 
for phragmites, purple loosestrife and other aquatic plant inva-
sives was scheduled for the week of September 23rd.  Please 
continue to report any sightings of shoreline invasives to Mary 
Reed, 231-889-3781. 

The PLWF steering committee working with a Spicer Group 
consultation team to update the Portage Lake Watershed Plan 
to address the next ten years of watershed management. The 
latest draft of the plan was submitted for final review in ear-
ly September. This all-important document is also necessary to 
the PLWF’s efforts to seek grants and funding for future main-
tenance and management of our lake and watershed. When 
completed and approved, the plan will be made available to the 
public, replacing the current one that is currently on line at por-
tagelakewatershed.com

Onekama and the PLWF Council received the sad news that 
it had lost a valuable member, Lee Nordlow, on August 31st.  He 
was a dedicated member of PLWF for several years. He spear-
headed the effort to update our decade-old watershed plan, which 

will soon be finalized and submitted to the Michigan EGLE (for-
merly DEQ) and the Federal Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). Lee formed the committee of experts, worked with the 
consultants and made several significant updates to the plan. He 
was an outstanding man and worked hard on behalf of the com-
munity’s most precious resource, our lake and watershed. He 
contributed to our future and will be missed by all.

Before concluding our summer news roundup, we would 
also like to recognize the hard work and dedication to our cause 
that has always marked the service of the area Michigan Con-
servation District’s general manager, Susan Spencer.  Susan was 
instrumental in bringing together area watershed groups into 
a partnership that now meets regularly to share information, 
which has been invaluable to our growth as an effective force in 
management and protection of our water resources. Susan ten-
dered her resignation in August and has retired. We will miss 
her invaluable help and wish her the best of luck and happiness 
in her future.

The PLWF is seeking persons with interest(s) in our water-
shed district to be part of the group’s council to fill vacancies 
that have occurred over the summer. The scope of interests in-
clude (but are not limited to: recreational interests; government 
entities (local, state, federal); waterfront or “upland” property 
ownership; year round (and seasonal) residency; local business-
es; service organizations; agricultural interests; natural resource 
interests; and ecological/environmental issues.

If you are interested in any of the issues listed above and 
wish to become involved, please feel free to contact the PLWF 
through the Onekama website or by contacting Mary Reed by 
phone (616) 540-1248 or email (mreed4573@yahoo.com). 
PLWF conducts evening meetings on the last Tuesday of each 
month, usually at the Farr Center and all members are welcome 
and encouraged to attend.
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Guidelines For Submission Of Articles To 
The Portage Lake Association (PLA) 

Newsletter
Published quarterly

January Articles / photos due December 15
April Articles / photos due March 15
July Articles / photos due June 15
October Articles / photos due September 15

Articles must be in Microsoft Word format. Name 
the file something that is readily understandable e.g., 
petunias 0320 (for March 2020)

Photos must be jpg format.  Name them the same 
as the file they are associated with (petunias 0320_1.
jpg, petunias 0320_2.jpg. Action photos, close ups are 
preferable to still photos of groups

Submit all articles and photos to the Editor, Jean 
Capper, via email-jmcmom@aol.com

Did You  Know…
Each month the Yellow Dog Café at 4850 Main St. 

in Onekama features area artist’s work on the walls? 
Café owner, Bonnie McPhedran has hosted work by 

local artists, including: Phil and Susan Joseph, Jamey 
Barnard, Mark Lough, Andrew Jagniecki, Don Paone 
and others.  Many of the exhibited pieces are made 
available for sale, so the café has also served as a local 
art gallery.

This October the Kaleva Art Gallery is featured at 
The Yellow Dog- works by some of its member artists 
will be shown.  In November the café will feature the 
quilt art of Mary Fairgrieve. 

Stop by for a coffee, sandwich, salad and/or dessert 
while enjoying the art around you.  Maybe you will fall 
in love with a piece and take it home!

The café will close for the winter months of Decem-
ber and January but look for more artists to be featured 
in the new year.

WALKING TRACK AND FITNESS CENTERHOURS
Monday 5am to 8am & 3pm to 9 pm
Tuesday 5 am to 8 am & 3 pm to 9 pm
Wednesday 5 am to 8am & 3 pm to 9 pm
Thursday 5 am to 8 am & 3 pm to 9 pm
Friday 5 am to 8 am & 3 pm to 9 pm
Saturday 8 am to 10 am
Sunday 1 pm to 8 pm
NOTE:Walking Track is closed during Athletic Events.
Applications for key cards to the walking track andfit-
ness center are available in the Superintendent’s Office 
(hours are Monday–Friday 8 am to 3pm).

This Fall at 2:30pm on Thursdays at Onekama Township Hall 

Near & Farr Friends presents:
Sept 26 Birding in Portage Lake area- Matt LaMore  
Oct 3 Game Day- Qwirkle
Oct 10 Creativity with children of all ages- Cathy Domres
Oct 17 Solar/efficient energy- Allan O’Shea 
Oct 24 Dart Ball- game for all ages- 
 at Trinity Lutheran Church
Oct 31 Fun With Math- Jean Capper
Nov. 7 Game Day- Euchre
Nov. 14 My taxes are what?!- David Wallace
Nov 21 Heather Shumaker, author, The Griffins of Castle  
 Cary
Nov. 28  No Meeting- - Have a Happy Thanksgiving!
Dec. 5 Game Day with Holiday theme games

More details about each week’s speaker or event can be 
found in the Manistee Advocate newspaper each week and on 
Onekama’s Facebook pages.

Or sign up to be included on the Near & Farr Friends list to 
receive a weekly email detailing the coming week’s topic.  Sign 
up by sending an email to: nearandfarrfriends@gmail.com.  An 
email with details about the week’s coming event now goes out 
to 120 people who have requested to be on the list. 

The Near & Farr Friends program began over 4 years ago 
to give those who live here during the ‘slower’ seasons a time 
and place to gather for socializing and learning.  This interest in 
learning about the area’s residents and history has led to many 
speakers on a wide variety of topics.  As the advisory commit-
tee continues to explore topics and find new speakers, we would 
like to hear suggestions from the readers of the PLA newsletter.  
Contact us at the gmail address listed above, or come to a week-
ly program where a clipboard is circulated each week for input.

The PLA sponsors this program which operates on volun-
tary donations from weekly attendees and a portion of funds 
annually from the PLA. Operating costs are minimal and con-
sist primarily of local business gift cards for our speakers who 
put time and effort into their programs. Hope to see you at one 
or more of the events this Fall!
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DONATION FORM

Name _____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Contact Phone ______________________________________________________________________

Email Address ______________________________________________________________________

Please check what this donation should be used towards:

❑ Petunia Planting ❑ Concerts in the Park  ❑ Evelyn Sorenson Fund

❑ Celebration of Lights ❑ Onekama Days Fireworks Other ___________________________

Make checks payable 
to Portage Lake As-
soc. and send along 
with this form to:
PLA, PO Box 493, 
Onekama, MI 49675

Those Renegades —  
You’ve got to Love ‘em 

Seasoned gardeners know they’re doing some-
thing right when renegade plants spring up in “un-
planted” spaces. Well, the Petunia Planters, Weed-
ers, and Waterers must be doing something right this 
summer because that is exactly what has happened. 
If you haven’t noticed, the site of the former Oneka-
ma EZ Mart now sports some of these renegades 
transported no doubt from seeds in planted sites. Re-
gardless of who does the planting — volunteers or 
Mother Nature — the bright pink and white flowers 
bring joy to all who pass through our colorful com-
munity in the summertime.

Speaking of Waterers (where Mother Nature also 
helped us out), the Petunia Parade Committee is 
very much indebted to Steve Hall, who has done a 
yeoman’s job of keeping the Petunias aligning the 
north side of Main Street watered for the past three 
years. Using a water wagon loaned by Orchard Val-
ley Farm, Hall first fills the tank from an artisian well 
before spending an hour and a half on Main Street 
doing the actual watering. According to Petunia Pa-
rade Co-Chair, Jon Phillips, Steve usually does this 
at 4:00 am to avoid cars parked next to the Petunia 
beds. On the south side of Main Street, the planters 
also flourished thanks to businesses stepping for-
ward to water these beautiful additions to our vil-
lage-scape.

The Portage Lake Association can take great 
pride in the way this community tradition has contin-
ued over twenty-six consecutive years in Onekama. 
Donations may be directed to this PLA-sponsored 
project online at Onekama.info. 
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In January 2019, the Portage Lake Association (PLA) 
asked itself, “How can we make some money with mini-
mal investment of cash?” The answer was found with Fund-
s2orgs, a Florida-based organization that helps non-profits 
run a Shoe Drive campaign. Here is how it worked:

The PLA set a goal of collecting 100 bags of shoes, each 
with 25 pairs of shoes, boots, slippers, flip-flops, etc. per 
bag, between May 1 and June 30

The PLA decided to donate all proceeds to Portager 
Pride Packs, a program at OCS that helps students and fam-
ilies in need

The PLA then partnered with Onekama Consolidat-
ed Schools (OCS), EZ Market in Onekama, and Snyder’s 
Shoes in Manistee and Ludington to serve as collection sites 
for gently worn used, or new, shoes

Hundreds of residents, visitors, families, and friends in 
Onekama and beyond donated shoes through their church-
es, by personal request, or by taking shoes to donation sites

On July 16, Funds2orgs sent a truck to pick up the shoes, 
weighed them, and finally presented a check for $1,377.20 
which will be presented to the 2019/2020 Middle School 
Student Council this fall

The shoes will eventually be transported to third-world 
countries where micro-entrepreneurs have built companies 
to use what was sent to them.

What surprised chairman Mary Jo McElroy was the re-
sponse from people who do not live here. “Donations came 
from Ohio, Tennessee, Connecticut and Florida as well as 

Onekama Collects 3,625 Pairs Of Shoes!!!

Michigan. One person even shipped shoes to Florida to give 
credit to this PLA Shoe Drive”.

How was the SHOE DRIVE a win-win for everyone?
Onekama (and beyond) people cleaned out their closets 

to de-clutter, simplify, and contribute to the goal of 2,500 
pairs of shoes. After all shoes were inspected and bagged, 
a total of 3,625 pairs of shoes were collected. This amounts 
to almost three pairs per resident of Onekama Township!

Students and families at OCS in need will have food, 
school supplies, and personal care items given in backpacks 
during this school year as a result of the donations.

Those shoes will stay out of landfills, thus contributing 
to environmental sustainability.

Micro-entrepreneurs in third-world countries like Haiti 
will use the shoes to repurpose them, clean and sell, etc. 
depending on their business model.

Special thanks to Sally Koon at Jackpine who donated 
printed materials; Gina Hagen, Naomi Kolehmainen, Nik-
ki Torrey, and Mary Bergren who championed the cause at 
Onekama Consolidated Schools; Jill Snyder at Snyder’s 
Shoes; EZ Market manager Michael McKeough and associ-
ates who helped manage the drop-off of shoes; Sally Bobek 
at Benzie Area Christian Neighbors who partnered to gather 
shoes with us; and Mike McAfee, Michael McAfee, Steve 
Szilvagyi, and Jeff McClune who loaded the shoes onto the 
truck.

Way to go, Onekama!!

Onekama men load 3,625 pairs of shoes onto the truck headed for Florida
They are Mike McAfee, truck driver, Michael McAfee, Steve Szilvagyi, and Jeff McClune (from left to right)
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By Ashlyn Blackmore, Onekama Student
This year, I am going to be an eighth grader at 

Onekama Consolidated Schools. One of the events I am 
most excited about is the chance to visit Chicago for a 
few days with my classmates at the end of the school 
year for our class trip. Our school has been lucky the 
past few years to have had support from adults outside 
of our school.  They helped us raise the money that is 
needed to get our class on this great experience. I am 
writing today on behalf of all of my classmates, asking 
if you will consider making a donation to help us get to 
the Windy City?

I have grown up in Onekama and I have always 
wanted to go to a big city to see what it’s like. Now 
this year, being an eighth grader, I may finally get the 
opportunity to go and visit Chicago. Ever since I started 
middle school, I have seen a lot of pictures of the older 
eighth graders going, and I couldn’t wait until it was my 
turn. The older students told us about the museums they 
visited and the off-Broadway play they got to see, and 
showed us all of the pictures they took at the Bean and 
Navy Pier. It looked like they had a ton of fun. I have 
seen very many pictures of what Chicago looks like, 

but it’s a lot bigger than just a picture and I can’t wait 
to see it all for myself. When we go down to Chicago as 
a class, I would love to go to the really big tower with 
the viewing area with the glass floor. Even though I’m 
not too comfortable with heights, it still seems like it 
would be a lot of fun. 

Going to Chicago will be so much fun especially 
with all of my friends, and it will be a really special 
experience for me and all of my classmates. We will 
be having fundraisers this year to meet our goals. We 
are also looking for sponsors. It will cost about $650 
per student to go and this is a lot of money but it is 
something we will remember forever. If you are able to 
help, you can sponsor a student or make any size do-
nation you can. I can’t wait to go and I’m really happy 
that our community and our school are willing to help 
and provide the eighth graders with this chance to go 
to Chicago. 

P.S. - This picture is another Onekama eighth grade 
class on their trip two years ago. My classmates and I 
can’t wait to stand in the exact same spot! 

Onekama Consolidated Schools
Yes! I am interested in supporting the Onekama eighth grade’s class trip to Chicago. Enclosed is a donation of: 
$_____________
Please share your contact information, for students to send thanks, as well as updates about our class trip and 
experiences. A letter of donation receipt will also be sent for tax purposes.
Donations can be sent to: Onekama School Class of 2024
     c/o Michele Warman, Teacher
     5016 Main Street
     Onekama, Michigan 49675

Can You Help the Onekama Eighth Grade Make It to Chicago? 
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An update was given for the channel work. The contrac-
tor has estimated the finish date to be August 19 (weath-
er dependent).  ***When the channel work being done is 
during the cement pouring phase, PLEASE be sure to abide 
by the NO WAKE signs. This is very important for everyone 
to abide by.

The Manistee County Fair will be in session next week. 
Public Safety Day is Wednesday at the Fairgrounds from 
3-5pm. There was a Public Safety Meeting that met with 
North Flight regarding some operational concerns. The 
Courthouse security is now active full-time. All Counties 
DHD, except Kalkaska, has passed the Point Of Sale.  Con-
cerns have been raised regarding the Amish vehicles in the 
area and awareness needed.  Hazardous Waste Day is Au-
gust 17, from 9-1 at the Manistee County Road Commission 
Building ($10 donation for disposal). The next Scrap Tire 
event will be on September 29 from 10-2pm with a cost of 
$2/tire, with a limit of 10. Location is at the Fairgrounds.    

Hillary Boyd is the new Assistant Veteran’s Council. 
Thank you to Onekama Township for signing the agreement 
for County Zoning. The Manistee Blacker Airport will be 
shut down September 10-19 for resurfacing of the runway. 
There is a FEMA meeting August 13, from 2-4pm at the 
Sheriff’s Department.

July recorded 21 EMS runs (1 M.A. to BLFD), 4 Fire 
Runs, 1 EMS Meeting, 1 Fire Meeting/Training, 1 Mainte-
nance Meeting.  Thank you to the PLA for paying the entry 
fee for the Fire Department to be included in the Block Party! 
Participation was made in several events for Onekama Days 
with equipment displayed and interaction with the commu-
nity. The Township received a Smart Board from Onekama 
School as a donation. Thank you for your generosity! Each 
fire department was given one in Manistee County. The re-
quest for 800 MHz was again denied, therefore, the depart-
ment does not have those capabilities on scene with commu-
nication. Todd Merrill will be removed from the roster, as he 
has moved out of the State. This is not a discipline action, 
and he is welcome back if and when he returns to the area. 
Randy Baker requested to be removed from the department. 

Approval was given the Agreement for Hilltop Road for 
Hot Mix Asphalt Resurfacing for the total of $27,728.00, 
with the Road Commission Match of $13,864.00 and Oneka-
ma Township paying $13,864.00. 

Packet handed out to Board Members with Ordinance 
recommendation amendments for 1015 Sign, 1017 Dwell-
ings, and 1018 Guest House or Second Dwelling. 

The July Board of Review was held July 16th and the 
Board acted on 15 affidavits. A response was sent for the en-
tire Michigan Tax Tribunal appeal. Another stipulation has 

also been prepared for an upcoming appeal. Notification was 
received that the stipulation was accepted and approved. The 
warrants were checked and signed.  All of the deeds, transfer 
affidavits, PRE and Rescind affidavits have been processed.

A codified ordinance discussion took place with the 
Township Board. The Zoning activities were approximately 
20 hours for July. Recommendation that a FEMA adminis-
trator is needed. Estimate received for the beach clean-up at 
Langland Park, and that should take place in the near future. 
The scavenger hunt was well attended with positive feed-
back. 

The 2nd survey was done on aquatics along with the water 
quality. Treatment is tentatively scheduled for August  The 
phragmites treatment is slated for mid to late September. A 
lake survey was done recently, using a drone. Really great 
quality pictures were taken and will help with the study. The 
Watershed Plan will be submitted on August 16.

Onekama Days was very successful.  A great response 
was received for the fireworks. There are 2 more concerts in 
the park for 2019. Fall Festival and Christmas in Onekama 
are currently being planned.

Summary of the draft minutes 

ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP BOARD REGULAR MEETING AUGUST 6, 2019
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Our first PLA Monday Night Concert in the Park 
for 2019 was on July 1 and featured the Fabulous 
Schrock Brothers with Peter Madcat Ruth. The 450 
or so folks who were in attendance were wildly en-
thusiastic and dancing in the park to a fabulous per-
formance. The 350 or so folks who came out to en-
joy the songs and stories offered by the Rough & 
Tumble were not disappointed .The performers, 
Mallory Graham and Scott Taylor pulled their trail-
er into our lower driveway for the evening, and over 
some wine and cheese, told me how wonderful the 
evening was for them. A good time was had by all! 
Miriam Pico and David Chown  did again sing “Stormy 
Weather” as their closing song, this Monday Night 
Concert did not get curtailed by rainy weather. We had 
about 300 enthusiastic fans attending, with many folks 
lingering to talk with the performers. It was a beautiful 
summer day for the July 22 PLA Monday Night Con-
cert in the Park, featuring the Scottville Clown Band. 
Thanks to the efforts of Jeff McClune, Mary Jo McEl-
roy and Mike Gravlin, and the generosity of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church, we were able to set up chairs for the 
Band members, and to return them to storage after the 
concert. The band was in fine form and entertained a 
crowd estimated to be around 800 folks, with many 
children in the mix. These are talented performers and 
always a favorite concert. July 29 saw Jake Slater as 
Elvis.  He broke the performance into 3 sections with 2 
intermissions for costume changes, as he showed all of 

us three stages of Elvis Pres-
ley’s career. We had a large 
and appreciative crowd of 
between 550-600 folks.  
After a season of skating by 
with good guesses on the 
weather, I managed to leave 
us outdoors (sort of) during 
a frog-strangler rain event 
for our August 5 Concert. 
Lulled by a day of beautiful 
weather, we had an enthu-
siastic turnout for Michael 
Trixx, the Rock and Roll 
Magician, who wowed the 
crowd for an hour prior 

to the concert. As storm clouds gather and the radar 
reports grew more ominous, Awesome Distraction 
took the stage with a great crowd (500 or so) but after 
about 3 songs, had to beat a hasty retreat to the tent, 
still standing from Onekama Days Craft Beer Tasting/
Pig Out for Scholarships. Like the troupers they are, 
this Manistee-based group cemented their legend by 
grabbing acoustic guitars and climbing onto the picnic 
tables under the tent, as the waters rose around them. 
Because so many people had fled the torrential rain, 
we had about 150 folks around at the end, inside the 
tent, but in water that was ankle deep in places. Still, 
we were lucky to have the tent, and folks who stuck 
it out will be talking about this for a long time. Our 
August 12 Monday Night Concert featured the Ben-
zie Playboys, The band brought the most impressive 
sound system I’ve yet seen on our stage, and spent the 
time from 3:30 - 7 PM setting it up and adjusting the 
sound to their tastes; I’m told their system mixed 20 
channels. The folks who came to enjoy their Cajun 
dance music began slowly and kept coming through 
their performance; I’m guessing they numbered around 
425 folks. Wow, what a great day for our final Monday 
Night Concert, August 19, featuring Jim Hawley and 
the Piano Men--these five musicians put out a variety 
of familiar tunes by Billy Joel and Elton John (plus a 
surprise bonus with Peter, Paul and Mary) to an enthu-
siastic crowd of between 450-500 people. A great end 
to a fine season of concerts!

CONCERTS IN THE PARK
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It’s scarecrow time in Onekama. The  Portage Lake 
Association created the good witch and the gardener 
was created by the Portage Lake Garden Club. The 
public will vote with cash in October for their favor-
ite one (about 60 choices). Voting will take place on 
10/12 during the PLA Fall Festival.  Votes cost $1 per 
two votes and 100% of the proceeds go to the St. Jo-
seph Food Pantry which provides support for our en-
tire community.  If you are out-of-town and want to 
participate, please send your check to Shirley Brooks 
(treasurer of the Portage Lake Garden Club) c/o PLGC, 
P.O. Box 494, Onekama MI 49675 before October 12.

Enjoy!



Visit Us On The Web at: www.onekama.info Page 11

 Portage Lake 
Garden Club fin-
ished out its season 
with speaker Chuck 
May, from the Har-
bor Commission, 
discussing the unique 
history of the Portage 
Lake channel. He en-
lightened the group 
regarding the many 
years of negotiations 
at the federal level to 
acquire funding for 
maintaining and pro-
tecting the channel. 
The ongoing main-
tenance is evident 
today as dredging is 

continuing through this summer.  
      The PLGC season started with a delightful lunch 
at Watervale where we learned about the history of the 
resort. Next, the club enjoyed a lovely hike and picnic 
at the Legacy Art Park at Chrystal Mountain. Another 
meeting was in honor of the 25th anniversary of the 
Petunia Parade where the club invited Christa Lutz 
and Bob Schmidt from Pleasant Valley Greenhouse to 
speak on the planting and care of petunias. Crows were 
another topic on which we were educated. Although 
they’re much maligned, crows  are very important 
to the ecology of the world. In a world where we’re 
being encouraged to eliminate meat of all kinds from 
our diet, another meeting had Rachelle Stapleton who 
introduced the club to many ideas for switching to a 
plant-based diet. 
        Many feel the highlight of the summer meet-
ings was the dedication of the Memorial Fountain. Af-
ter several years of fundraising, Portage Lake Garden 
Club members were proud and excited to celebrate the 
completed restoration of the Memorial Fountain. 
       PLGC continues to plant and maintain gardens 
at the Farr Center, Onekama Schools sign, Memorial 
fountain and the village welcome signs.
      Although the season has ended, the PLGC did its  
annual “Beach Sweep”at Langland Park on September 
21. The Portage Lake Garden Club will sell poinsettias 
and amazing craft items at Christmas in Onekama on 
November 23.
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Mark your calendars now!
The craft show and bake sale will be from 10am-3pm in the 

Onekama Consolidated School gym. Many local artists and crafters 
will display their wares. Get a jump start on your holiday gift shop-
ping with one of the kind gifts!

Chili cook off - Will be from 11-2pm in the Onekama school 
cafetorium. Taste the different chili’s and vote for your favorite one! 
Proceeds from this event will go to the National Honor Society and 
Onekama student council.

Dinner at M22 Grill.  5-7:30 pm on Nov 23rd. We will be hav-
ing John’s famous pork tenderloin & sauerkraut. Reservations re-
quired. Cost - $15. Call John at 231-889-7133 for more details.

Celebration of Lights. Sunday, November 24, 6pm at the Farr 
Center

At this time, we will be reading the names of individuals that 
have been honored and memorialized. The blue spruce that is in 
the park will be lit along with the lights on Main Street. This is a 
very touching ceremony, one not to be missed! Following the tree 
lighting, refreshments will be served along with some Christmas 
caroling.

This is a wonderful weekend to start the Christmas season 
with family and friends! Start a new tradition in Onekama!

CHRISTMAS in ONEKAMA 
November 23, 2019

 Local
Information

 BURNING PERMITS: Visit www.dnr.
state.mi.us/burnpermits  No burning is 
permitted within the Village Limits – only 
bonfires.

ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP OFFICES
5435 Main Street

PO 458
Onekama MI 49675

  Meetings on first Tuesday at 9:00 am at 
the 

Township Office.
Hours of Operation: 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 9am - 2pm 
(231) 889-3308 

FAX: (231) 889-5587

ONEKAMA VILLAGE OFFICES 
5283 Main Street,

Onekama, MI 49675
Meetings on the third Wednesday at 7 pm 

at the
Farr Center. 

 Office Hours: Monday, Tues-
day & Wednesday 
from 9 am - 2 pm

Phone#: (231) 889-3171 
Fax # (231) 889-342

 
FARR CENTER HALL RENTAL: please 
make arrangements with the clerk @ (231) 
889-3171 or email: clerk@villageo-
fonekama.org.
 
RECYCLING:  Recycling bins (cans, plas-
tic, glass, cardboard & paper) are now in 
Onekama township parking lot for your 
convenience. Please recycle responsibly 
... no styrofoam or garbage. 
If this service is abused, it will be discon-
tinued.
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Onekama Days 
Craft Beer tasting; a pig roast; music; a parade; and 
many other wonderful activities!  Check out some of 
the pictures from the event.  I’m looking forward to 
next year already.  
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OCTOBER 12 
PET PARADE 

The Portage Lake Association will host a 
costumed Pet Parade during the annual Fall 
Festival.  All types of well-behaved pets are 
welcome.  Reverend Jacob Sherry from Trinity 
Lutheran church will provide a Blessing of the 
Pets.  A panel of judges will award the prizes in 
three categories. 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday 

October 12, 2019 
at 12 Noon 

──── 

Meet in the pavilion 
at Onekama Village 

Park 

──── 

Costumes strongly 
encouraged 

──── 

Prizes for most 
creative, funniest, 
and best “human” 

costume 

PORTAGE LAKE 
ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 493 

Onekama, MI 49675 

www.onekama.info 

 

 

ZONING: There has been no response from Manistee 
County Plan regarding their county wide zoning services. 
Hoping to have them come to our Sept. meeting with a pre-
sentation.

ZBA: an organizational meeting was held and the follow-
ing persons were appointed: Ken Burda/President, Susan Hal-
loran/recording secretary and Matthew Kuizenga/alternate. 
C. Huebner will be contacted to be the other alternate. They 
decided they would like to be paid for their regular meetings 
because of the hard work that goes into each meeting.

BLIGHT COMMITTEE:  Chairperson Schwing reported 
that Matthew Kuizenga was appointed by her committee to 
be the ordinance enforcement officer. After this report Pres-
ident Franz explained that only the board can appoint. M.C. 
Blight Officer Kuizenga reported citizens on the commit-
tee were Mikey Finan and Barb Symanski. They have been 
working hard on the blight complaints received and will be 
sending out registered letters to those in violation. President 
Franz addressed Mr. Kuizenga explaining that this was not 
the purpose of the committee and their purpose was to make 
lists of violations around the village and report back to the 
council. Lots of discussion! Lots of questions about the lan-
guage and interpretation of the blight ordinance. Clerk will 
have copies of said ordinance for all council and this will be 
discussed at the Sept. meeting under unfinished business.

PLANNING COMMISSION –President Franz made con-
tact with Chairperson Miller and reported that she is resign-
ing. Her resignation was accepted she was thanked  for her 
many years of service. President Franz will be in contact with 
the lawyer regarding the council being the Planning Commis-
sion due to the fact: difficult finding people to serve.

SEWER--saw grant work continues with smoke testing to 
start early September.

-- the heat related issues with the control cabinet at the 
irrigation station have been addressed by the installation 
of a vent fan in the control panel.
--heavy rainfall on July 20 &21 which resulted in record 
flows for the system. SSO discharge report was filed with 
the State and is on file with the clerk.
--ground water soil samples have been taken and sent in. 

STREETS:  -heavy rains July 20,21 washed out end of 
Prospect Street Lots of standing water on many streets from 
this rain. Ron Brown should begin the 2019 street repairs 
very soon.

PARKS AND THE FARR CENTER
Parks:--the non-working cameras were replaced.
--park was under water for a while after the heavy rains.
--baby changing station for restrooms will not be in-
stalled at this time, they are very expensive.
Farr Center:
-- main entry door to FC is on the schedule to be painted.
--The garden club will be replacing the yews in front of 
the library very soon.

Summary of the 8/21/19

VILLAGE OF ONEKAMA REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
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Portage Lake Association
P.O. Box 493

Onekama, MI 49675

For More Events and information – check out www.onekama.com

Don’t forget to check the Library calendars for fun 
events in Onekama and Manistee-Jean Capper (PLA 
newsletter editor) will be doing a read aloud/activity 
geared to younger children on 10/8 at 1:00pm at the 
Onekama Branch.  


