
ONEKAMA VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY  

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES  

 

 July 16, 2015 
 

________ 

 

 

At 8:06 a.m. on Thursday, July 16, 2015, Chairperson Jon Phillips opened the Onekama 

Village and Township Community Parks and Recreation Committee regular monthly 

meeting in the Onekama Township Hall.  Agendas had been distributed.  Other 

Committee members present were Tom Gerhardt, secretary-treasurer; Roger Burger; 

Alice Hendricks; Sally Koon; Paul Mueller; and Mary Reed. Fire Captain Clinton Osborn 

was present for part of the meeting. 

  

Approval of the Minutes of June 18, 2015—Koon moved that the minutes of 

the June 18, 2015, meeting be approved.  Mueller seconded the motion; the motion 

carried.  

 

Additions to the Agenda—Gerhardt wanted to talk about the dedication at 

Lukas’ Woods Preserve, property of Dr. Mark Ebell and Laura Bierema.  Phillips placed 

this under “New Business.” 

 

Public Comment—Osborn mentioned that light switches activated by motion 

detection had been installed in the restrooms and the hall leading to them.        

 

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt presented the 

financial report for the North Point Park Fund.  The balance on June 1, 2015, was 

$19,784.76.  On June 30, 2015, the balance was $19,274.86, after a $509.90 payment 

was made to Crystal Gardens on June 9, 2015, for the Arbor Day trees at North Point 

Park.  The check cleared on June 15, 2015,   

 

There was no report for the Township General Fund Budget for Recreation/Parks 

Activities.   

 

Gerhardt continued with a report on the funds for the Pierhead Light project.  The 

donations thus far total $2,955.00, including the last donation of $40.00 that was given by 

Bert Herzog, 5490 Timber Bend Drive, Brighton, MI 48116, in July, 2015. Spent from the 

Pierhead Light Fund has been $1,106.00 for the bronze plaque, $325.00 for the 250 

booklets, $65.00 to schedule the placing of the service wire underground from the 

meter pedestal for the Light to the service pole and connecting it to the overhead line, 

and $10.99 for paper on which to print the dedication insert for the booklets.  A total of 

$1,506.99 has been spent so far, leaving a balance of $1,448.01.   



 

Phillips said that he has a bill for the public address system for the dedication that he will 

present.  At the special meeting of the Township Board on July 13, 2015, there was a 

discussion about a final billing for the project.  The clerk was directed to follow up on the 

project; and the matter is to be placed on the agenda of the August 3, 2015, regular 

Township Board meeting. 

 

Tennis Courts—Phillips reported that the new nets are up on the Warren Vaughan  

Tennis Courts at the Onekama School.   He also said that the $400 for the purchase of 

these nets has been paid from the Township General Fund Budget for Recreation/Parks 

Activities.  The Township Board has asked the Michigan Townships Association for a 

ruling on spending funds for improvements that are on property that is not owned by the 

Township, since the Board has recently been told that they cannot participate in the 

expenses of Village road repairs and improvements. 

 

Tree Subcommittee—Mueller reported that on July 13, 2015, the Tree 

Subcommittee met.  All Committee members were present—Mueller, Phillips, Don 

Oswell, Herb Lenon, and Mary Reed.  Reed as secretary submitted the minutes of the 

meeting, which have been used for this report.  

 

Lenon had recently surveyed the trees that had been planted on May 9, 2015, in 

observance of Arbor Day at North Point Park; eighteen trees were planted—seventeen 

were alive with nine in excellent condition; five, okay; three, fair; and one, dead.  For 

2013-2014, fifty-four trees are still living, with twelve in good condition and the remainder 

just alive.   

 

The Subcommittee still has not been able to contact a representative of a sprinkling 

company for watering the trees that have been planted in North Point Park.  Mueller is 

to continue to pursue obtaining an estimate for this work.  The well has not been started 

yet.    

 

Volunteers Darryl and Sandra Paldan have been mowing along the edges of the Long 

Loop of the Blanche Miller Trail.  The Willow Way entrance to North Point Park from 

Bayview is a “walking” entrance only; parking is in the parking lot off of Seymour.  A sign 

will be posted at Willow Way telling visitors of this.   

 

The Committee discussed and prioritized items for Glen Park.  The top two items on the 

list are safety issues that should be addressed this year.  Trees need to be removed near 

Fourth Avenue according to the recommendation of Josh Shields, Forester, Manistee 

and Mason-Lake Conservation Districts.  The Committee will obtain bids from Canfield 

Clipper, Rusty VanBrocklin, and Ed Thompson (who had recently worked for Koon).  

 

The second top priority item is repairs and painting of the stairs leading down to the 

wellhouses.  Jason Sievert, Glen Park caretaker, is to meet with Phillips Monday, July 20, 

at 9 a.m. in the Park about the stairs and other items.  Committee and Subcommittee 

members are invited to attend.    

 



Rerouting of the trail so that it will not be on the property to the north of Glen Park is 

another item of importance that needs to be addressed.  Phillips and Oswell located 

markers for the north boundary of the Park; they are completing the application for the 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality permit for the bridge work that will be 

necessary to reroute the trail.  This bypass will have to be staked out.    

 

Another item of importance in Glen Park is the repair and extension of existing 

boardwalks, using the dock sections that were formerly used at the Community Dock, 

which are stored at North Point Park.   It would be good if some of the boardwalk work 

could be done for Josh Shields’ nature walk in the Park on August 8.  Koon suggested 

Duncan, who formerly worked for Mathieu Builders, for the projects that require 

carpentry.  Osborn had a number for him—(231) 233-5141.   

 

Discussion turned to planting trees in Eagles View Wetlands—A Community Preserve to 

provide more shade there.  

 

Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Mary Reed reported that the Portage Lake 

Watershed Forever fundraiser will be held July 25, 2015, at the Portage Point Inn, 5-7 

p.m.  Tickets can be purchased at the event or from the Manistee County Community 

Foundation in advance on line at www.manisteefoundation.org/plwfannual.  The 

theme is “Bench Art”; there will be a live auction of artistic benches with proceeds 

going to support the Watershed.   The benches are on display at various places in the 

community; one is at The Glenwood.   

 

On Wednesday, July 29, at Farr Center, 5-7 p.m., will be “Save Our Channel.” The 

Portage Lake Harbor Commission is presenting this program about the Portage Lake 

Channel and the work that is needed to preserve the Channel piers.  The Harbor 

Commission has organized a letter-writing campaign urging legislators to fund further 

restoration for the piers. 

 

During Onekama Days, August 7-9, a free kayak will be given away by the Watershed, 

which will have a small booth in the Onekama Village Park, where visitors can obtain 

brochures.  Rob Carson, Manistee County Planning Director, spoke on Thursday, July 9, 

2015, at the Portage Lake Garden Club meeting.  This program was co-sponsored by 

the Watershed.  His topic was “Storm Drains and Their Impact on the Watershed.”     

  

Park Watchers—Phillips reported that the new sign at Glen Park on the corner of 

Main Street (M-22) and Fourth Avenue is in place.  He has yet to paint the frame from 

which it hangs.  Gerhardt said that the Portage Point Summer Resort Corporation is 

anticipating spending just under $1,000 on the Community Dock on Outlet Avenue and 

the Sunset House on Lakeisle.  Because of higher water levels, the Community Dock 

had to be extended to the stairs coming down from the sidewalk.   

 

The decking (from the 1973 dock) is not stable enough for this purpose, so the Resort 

Corporation is having decking matching the existing sections built and placed there.  

The site will be cleaned of all surplus materials. A wider walkway that is wheelchair 

http://www.manisteefoundation.org/plwfannual


accessible is being placed between the entrance to the Sunset House and the 

boardwalk leading from Lakeside Avenue to Lake Michigan. 

 

Explore the Shores Subcommittee—Susan Barnard has been appointed 

chairperson, because Phil Joseph has resigned from the Committee.  She also will be on 

the Langland Park Project Management Team.   

 

Pierhead Light Dedication—The dedication of the Pierhead Light took place as 

scheduled on Sunday, July 5, 2015, 10 p.m., at the M-DNR Launch Site.  Around sixty 

people were in attendance at this event.  The Master of Ceremonies was Paul Mueller; 

Supervisor David Meister spoke for the Township; and Tom Gerhardt presented a brief 

history of the structure.  The darkness was closing in as the bronze plaque was unveiled.  

Jan Hanzel of Onekama Marine had placed boxes with beautiful flowers on either side 

of the stone on which the plaque is mounted.   

 

Jim Mrozinski, chairperson of the Portage Lake Harbor Commission and who was 

responsible for coordinating the restoration and re-erection of the Light, was also at the 

ceremony as well as Jon Phillips, chairperson of the Onekama Community Village and 

Township Parks and Recreation Committee.    All participants received a copy of the 

booklet, The Pierhead Light.  

 

Langland Park—Wendell Brooks III has been added to the Langland Park 

Management Team.  The Team now consists of Al Taylor, project manager; Onekama 

Township Trustee James “Nipper” Wisniski; Susan Barnard; and Phillips. The Team has 

met with Beckett & Raeder; the firm is to come up with engineering and design plans for 

the Team to consider.  Brooks has indicated that he and his family are interested in 

donating $25,000 to the project for some phase in the work.   

     

Kayak Launch—Philips also reported that a couple of meetings had taken place 

about the location of a kayak launch at the M-DNR Launch Site.  Drawings are 

supposed to be prepared for this, also; and a decision is to be made for its location 

within the launch site.   

 

Onekama Days Activities—Koon had already prepared and distributed a flyer 

for “Sharks in the Parks!” Saturday, August 8, 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., which is attached to 

these minutes.  Koon passed around one of the Compass Carabiner Key Chains that will 

be awarded at North Point Park.  

 

For Parks Appreciation Day, 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., on August 8, hot dogs and other 

refreshments will be served in the parking lot at North Point Park, where “Sharks in the 

Parks!” also will be headquartered.   Ice cream again will be served at the Pierhead 

Light.  It was thought that plans should be made for more children at North Point Park 

because of the “Sharks” event.  Onekama Marine is working with the Parks and 

Recreation Committee on the refreshments. 

 



Other recreation activities during Onekama days will be the pickleball tournament, 

wiffleball, and the tennis tournament.  There will be the nature walk in Glen Park with 

Josh Shields at 10 a.m. on Saturday, August 8.   A 5-K event also is usually held.  Koon is 

laying out a brochure of parks and recreation activities to inform the public as to what 

is available in Onekama Township during Onekama Days.   For information, she will 

contact people involved in the various events.  

 

Onekama Consolidated Schools—Koon reported that Ed Helmlinger will be 

replacing Jerry Brown on the School Board for Onekama Consolidated Schools.  

Helmlinger is a retired teacher and school administrator with more than forty years of 

experience in education.  He was from Ohio and lives in the Arcadia area.  Koon said 

that Helmlinger has been in the audience of School Board meetings for a period of 

time.  Koon also reported that a school bus that was malfunctioning had been 

replaced.  Sports camps and community classes have been held during the summer.   

 

Onekama Village Parks—Burger asked the Village Council if a volleyball net 

could be put up in Rotary Park.  The Council decided to allow this.  Several members of 

the Village Council also are to investigate installing a fish-cleaning station in the Village 

Park.  Reed said that fish-cleaning stations have come a long way since there was one 

operated in the Village Park.  

 

Portage Lake Association—The June 27 Fundraiser was enjoyed by those 

attending, but there has been no report yet on the money raised.    

 

Lukas’ Woods Preserve Dedication—Gerhardt said that he had a telephone 

call followed by two emails for the Dedication of the Lukas’ Woods Preserve, a 120-acre 

parcel between Ivanhoe and Herkelrath.  The parcel is being donated by Dr. Mark Ebell 

and Laura Bierema, in collaboration with the Charles Drew family, to the Nature 

Conservancy.  The dedication event begins at 3 p.m. on Thursday, August 6, 2015.  

Those wanting further information about this dedication should call (231) 889-3179.  The 

dedication of the Charles Drew Preserve will be in 2016. 

 

Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 

meeting for July 16, 2015, adjourned at 9:48 a.m.  The next regular meeting is on 

Thursday, August 20, 2015, at 8:00 a.m. in the Onekama Township Hall.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

                                                                           Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer      



 


