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ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2010

PUBLIC HEARING ON: ORV Proposed Ordinance No. 1 to Regulate Operation of Off Road 
Vehicles in Onekama Township. 

The hearing was called to order at 9:03 a.m. by Supervisor David Meister.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said.

Members present: Trustee Roland Clement, Trustee James (“Nipper”) Wisniski, Treasurer LaVonne 
Schafer-Beebe, Clerk Helen Mathieu.

Meister explained the purpose of the ordinance, referring to certain sections including where an ORV 
may be operated in the Township, conditions for traveling on a road in the Township, age requirements 
for persons operating an ORV, violation fines involved, appropriation of revenue in the ORV Fund, 
review time for the ordinance.

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Roger Cody: Does it apply strictly to county and state roads, or does it include private roads?

Meister: What do your subdivision by-laws say?

Cody: The owner can take the most direct route to area legal for snowmobiles.

Ralph Veazey: How does this apply to the village?

Meister: The village has its own ordinance.

Bob Blackmore: The only restriction is on M-22; can’t use it.

Veazey: Knowing the example that Onekama Village is covered, if this goes through, is the law 
enforcement team prepared to cover it?

Mathieu: They will cover it unless there are other, more important calls.

Meister: Most people will ride the ORVs to go fishing. We do not have trails, some townships do. The 
Township dead-ends at the west; the only road closed is Portage Point Drive. Benzie Township has had 
an ordinance in effect and have had no tickets issued.

Veazey: What brought this ORV about? Who’s requesting it?

Meister: It started with a state ordinance. The county wouldn’t adopt it because it has reference to 
“hovercraft” in it. People brought it up locally. Dixon, Pleasanton and Bear Lake Townships have it. 
Who is going to use this? Ice fisherman. They have been doing it illegally, we’ll make it legal and see 
how it goes. Until we try, we don’t know. We want to give it a try. The County Road Commission can 
exempt 33 per cent of the county roads.

Mathieu: People have the right to go from Herkelrath right to Bayview.



Wisniski: This is no different than driving a tractor down the road.

Jenny Bradford: I live on Herkelrath, part of it is seasonal. What happens if I’m in my SUV and meet 
an ORV? Who’s going to win? The dirt roads are disproportionally impacted, that’s where they’re 
going to go.

Mathieu: You have to look both ways before you start out.

Beebe: The only alternative is to open up roads.

Veazey: Why not leave things as they are?

Meister: There is no ordinance in effect in the Township, only in the Village.

Veazey: Is there a simple answer to this as to the state, does this tighten state law?

Meister: Basically it is the same as the state except for Portage Point Drive. If the county had passed it, 
it would have been like the state ordinance for the whole county. The road commission can open or 
close roads.

Greg Miller: What happens if there is an accident?

Meister: The ORV driver is at fault. If there are enough complaints, we will know about it right away. 
You address each concern. The ORV operators have to be cognizant that they would be at fault, just like 
motorcycles or bicycles.

Bradford: What economic benefit does this bring to the township?

Meister: I’m going by Benzie Township, they have no tickets, etc.

Marilyn Mastrianni: I think it’s wonderful. We are an ORV family and have visited many spots in Bear 
Lake. You’re not going to have that many ORVs. The laws protect everybody on this. You have to have 
an ORV sticker. If riders are not in compliance with the laws, you’ll get pulled over. Anything to spur 
the economy would be beneficial.

Consensus of the board that in Section 8 the fifty per cent split between the road commission and the 
Manistee County Sheriff is agreeable; correct Section 9 to read as follows: “This ordinance shall take 
effect 30 days following its publication as required by law, following adoption by the Onekama 
Township Board; correct Section 10 from “two” years to “one” year.

Public comment ended at 9:40 a.m.

Hearing closed at 9:40 a.m.

Regular meeting called to order at 9:41 a.m.

CONSENT AGENDA: Motion by Wisniski, second by Clement to accept the minutes of the October 
5, 2010 regular meeting with this correction: In line 4 of the Treasurer’s Report, remove the extra letter 
“m”. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Beebe reported that the balance in the General Fund as of October, 30, 
2010 is $408,582.50; balance in Fire Fund as of October 30, 2010 is $63,751.04. She is interviewing 
several banks on behalf of the township. 

AMEND AGENDA: Add Web Site, after Commissioners.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Comments received from Greg Miller.

COMMISSIONER ED HAIK: Absent.



COMMISSIONER KEN HILLIARD: Absent.

WEB SITE: Margaret Punches, president of the Portage Lake Association and association member 
Roger Cody explained that modifications will be made to the web site and the PLA will absorb re-
development costs of the web site. The township is asked to pay an annual fee of $750 per year to 
update the township web site. PLA is paying $4,450 for the re-design of the entire web site. MS 
Creative Services of Manistee will take over the total web site. Motion by Mathieu second by Clement 
to agree to MS Services annual fee of $750 per year. Four ayes, one nay, motion carried.

Amend Agenda to add Fleis & Vandenbrink Engineers.

FLEIS & VANDENBRINK ENGINEERS: John Devol presented information on a proposed sewer 
project around the lake. The cost may be approximately $82-$91 per month per unit. The Township 
Board will hold an informational meeting on the proposed sewer project on Monday, Nov. 29 at 6 p.m. 
in the township hall. INPUT IS NEEDED AND APPRECIATED FROM RESIDENTS AFFECTED. 
Please contact the township clerk at 889-3308, submit written comments if unable to attend the 
meeting.

FIRE/RESCUE: No report on runs and rescues. Board discussed seeking more bids for truck to 
replace the 1974 pumper. If no bids by December, Meister and Wisniski will assume responsibility to 
obtain more bids. Meister reported the pontoon boat is out of the water, stored and will be put up for 
sale in the Spring.

ONEKAMA COMMUNITY PLANNING COMMISSION: Tom Koon and village council member 
Alice Hendricks were appointed at the planning commission meeting to structure a way to implement 
the H-1 goal of the Master Plan (Page 77 of the Master Plan). The township supervisor and village 
council president will send letters to area groups and representatives of organizations to meet and 
review the goal and come up with ideas, suggestions for implementation. The report was placed on file.

INVASIVE SPECIES: Mary Reed reported that the final report from the consultant and spraying firm 
is due by the end of the year. Jennifer Jones will contact the DNRE to seek if an exception can be made 
to the DNRE rule that nothing can be treated in the channel within 1,000 feet of the channel mouth to 
Portage Lake. This is due to much growth in this area. Surveys of the lake will be done in June and 
September, 2011. There will be two water quality measurements in 2011.

AWARDS: Reed presented the Promoting Active Communities Program award to the township, given 
to communities making a commitment to becoming a healthier place to live and taking steps to remove 
barriers to physical activity.

Meister showed the award received from the Michigan Association of Planners for the Community 
Master Plan.

PARKS AND RECREATION: Mathieu said the restriction still stands as to not placing any 
permanent structure at Feldhak Park; the committee needs to determine what to do with the bench for 
that park.

BOARD OF REVIEW/ASSESSOR: Assessor Ginny Martz reported most of the field work is 
completed on new construction and late sales; she has received PRE denials from the state.

ZBA: No activity.

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: The board discussed with the zoning administrator time involved to 
do her work. The board requested that the zoning administrator not attend Onekama Community 
Planning Commission meetings until notified to do so, and to not attend the county

Planners Review and Advisory Committee meetings (formerly the County Zoning Administrator’s 



meetings). Zoning Administrator’s report for October, 2010 placed on file.

COMMUNITY DOCK: Township attorney will be contacted.

MTA: No quorum. Next meeting will be February, 2011 at the Onekama Township hall.

PORTAGE LAKE HARBOR COMMISSION: No report.

ALLIANCE FOR ECONOMIC SUCCESS: Letter of support sent from township to DNRE Water 
Resource Division, to support Portage Lake Watershed Forever Education Implementation grant 
application submitted by the Alliance.

DEQ: Application sent for fill dirt for the back of township building.

RECYCLE: Awaiting installation of security camera.

COUNTY ROAD COMMISSION: Next meeting is Nov. 11.

AVENUE E: Wendell Brooks addressed the board on Avenue E at the channel site.

Wisniski left the meeting at 12:50 p.m.

PORTAGE LAKE AVE., SUNNYSIDE: No activity.

ORV ORDINANCE:

 

STATE OF MICHIGAN
COUNTY OF MANISTEE

TOWNSHIP OF ONEKAMA

ORDINANCE No. 2010-1

An ordinance to authorize and regulate the operation of Off Road Vehicles (ORVs) on the roads 
in the Township of Onekama, to provide penalties for the violation thereof, to provide for 
appropriation of fines and damages resulting from the operation of ORVs and repeal all 
ordinances in conflict herewith. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF ONEKAMA ORDAINS:

 Sec. 1 As used in this Ordinance, the following definitions shall apply:

 



a) “Township” means the Township of Onekama.

b) “Drivers License” means an operators or chauffeurs license or permit issued to an individual by the 
secretary of state under chapter III of the Michigan vehicle code, 1949 PA 300, MCL 257.301 to 
257.329, for that individual to operate a vehicle, whether or not conditions are attached to the license 
or permit.

c) “Operate” means to ride in or on, and be in actual physical- control of an ORV.

d) “Operator” means a person who operates or is in actual physical control of an ORV.

e) “ORV” means a motor-driven recreation vehicle designed for off-road use and capable of cross-
country travel without benefit of a road or trail, on or immediately over land, snow, ice, marsh, 
swampland, or other natural terrain. ORV includes, but is not limited to, a multi-track or multi-wheel 
drive vehicle, a motorcycle or related 2-wheel, 3-wheel, or 4-wheel vehicle, an amphibious machine, 
a ground effect air cushion vehicle, an ATV as defined in section 81101 of the natural resources and 
environmental protection act, 1994 PA 451, MCL 324.81101, or other means of transportation 
deriving motive power from a source other than muscle or wind. ORV does not include a vehicle 
described in this definition that is registered for use upon a public highway and has the security 
required by law.

f) “Road” means local roads of the Township as the same may be designated from time to time by the 
Township Board.

g) “Safety Certificate” means a certificate issued pursuant to 1994 PA 451 as amended, MCL 324.81129, 
or comparable ORV safety certificate issued under the authority of another state or province of 
Canada.

h) “Visual Supervision” means the direct observation of the operator with the unaided or normally 
corrected eye, where the observer is able to come to the immediate aid of the operator.

Sec. 2 Subject to the regulations of this Ordinance and part 811 of the natural resources and environmental 
protection act, 1994 PA 324.81101, an ORV may be operated on the far right of the maintained portion of any 
road within the Township except Portage Point Drive from M-22 to 2nd Street West and any roadway, 
shoulder right-of-way of any State or Federal highway.

Sec. 3 An ORV may be operated from a residence on a road closed by the Township or Manistee County Road 
Commission solely for the purpose of gaining access to the roads open to ORV’s within the Township.

Sec. 4 An ORV traveling on a road in the Township shall meet all of the following conditions, in addition to any 
others that may be imposed by law:

a) Shall travel at a speed of no more than 25 miles per hour or a lower posted speed limit.

b) Shall be operated by a person not less than 12 years of age. (SEE SECTION 5.)

c) Shall travel with the flow of traffic.

d) Shall be operated in a manner that does not interfere with traffic on the road.

e) Shall travel in single file except when overtaking and passing another ORV.

f) Shall not travel on a road when visibility is substantially reduced due to weather conditions unless 
displaying a lighted headlight and lighted taillight.

g) Shall not operate before ½ hour before sunrise or after ½ hour after sunset unless displaying a lighted 
headlight and lighted taillight.

h) Shall at all times display a lighted headlight, lighted tail light.

i) Shall only be operated while the operator and each passenger is wearing a crash helmet and protective 
eyewear approved by the United States Department of Transportation unless the vehicle is equipped 



with a roof that meets or exceeds standards for a crash helmet and the operator and each passenger is 
wearing a properly adjusted and fastened seat belt.

j) Shall be equipped with a throttle so designed that when the pressure used to advance the throttle is 
removed, the engine speed will immediately and automatically return to idle.

k) Shall be equipped with a spark arrester type, United States Forest Service approved muffler in good 
working order and in constant operation.

l) Shall observe all noise emission standards defined by law.

Sec. 5 A parent or legal guardian of a child less than 16 years of age shall not permit, and a child less than 16 years 
of age shall not operate an ORV on a road in the Township unless the child is under the direct visual supervision of 
an adult and the child has in his or her immediate possession a Michigan issued ORV safety certificate or a 
comparable ORV safety certificate issued under the authority of another state or a province of Canada.

Sec. 6 Unless a person possesses a valid driver’s license, a person shall not operate an ORV on a road in the 
Township if the ORV is registered as a motor vehicle and is either more than 60 inches wide or has three wheels.

Sec. 7 Any person who violates this ordinance is guilty of a municipal civil infraction and may be ordered to pay a 
civil fine of not more than $500. In addition, a court may order a person who causes damage to the environment, a 
road or other property as a result of the operation of an ORV to pay full restitution for that damage above and 
beyond the penalties paid for civil fines.

Sec. 8 The Township Treasurer shall deposit all fines and damages collected under this Ordinance into a fund to be 
designated as the “ORV Fund”. The Onekama Township Board shall appropriate revenue in the ORV Fund as 
follows:

a) Fifty percent to the Manistee County Road Commission for repairing damage to roads and the 
environment that may have been caused by ORV’S. Signs should be posted indicating whether a road 
is closed to the operation of ORV’s.

b) Fifty percent to the Manistee County Sheriff for ORV enforcement and training.

  Sec. 9 This ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days following its publication as required by law, following adoption by 
the Onekama Township Board.

 Sec.10 The approved ORV Ordinance will be reviewed in one year.

 Sec. 11 All ordinances or part of ordinances in conflict herewith are replaced to the extent of the conflict.

Motion by Beebe, second by Clement to adopt Onekama Township ORV Ordinance No. 2010-1 with corrections. 



 Trustees voting “Aye”: Roland Clement, LaVonne Schafer-Beebe, Helen Mathieu, James Wisniski, David Meister.

 Trustees voting “Nay”: 

 Trustees absent or abstaining: None. 

 RESOLUTION DECLARED PASSED

 _________________________

 Helen Mathieu, Onekama Township Clerk

CERTIFICATION

I, Helen Mathieu, Clerk of the Township of Onekama, do hereby certify that this is a true and correct copy of the 
Ordinance duly adopted by the Township Board on November 1, 2010.

 _________________________

 Helen Mathieu, Onekama Township Clerk

 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: Township and Village officials will meet 
Tuesday, Nov. 9, 2010 at 9 a.m. in the township hall, to discuss backing the Community Development 
Committee concept regarding goals, objectives, etc. 

POVERTY GUIDELINES: 

POVERTY RESOLUTION 2012
WHEREAS, the homestead of persons who, in the judgment of the supervisor and board of review, by 
reason of poverty, are unable to contribute to the public charges is eligible for exemption in whole or 
part from taxation under the General Property Tax Act; and 

WHEREAS, the township board is required by Section 7u of the General Property Tax Act, Public Act 
206 of 1893 (MCL 211.7u). to adopt guidelines for poverty exemptions;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, pursuant to MCL 211.7u, that Onekama 
Township, Manistee County, adopts the following guidelines for the supervisor and board of review to 
implement.

The guidelines shall include but not be limited to the specific income and asset levels of the claimant 
and all persons residing in the household, including any property tax credit returns, filed in the current 
or immediately preceding year.

To be eligible, a person shall do all the following on an annual basis:

1. Be an owner and occupy as a homestead the property for which an exemption is requested.



2. File a claim with the supervisor or board of review, accompanied by federal and state income tax 
returns for all persons residing in the homestead, including any property tax credit returns filed in the 
immediately preceding year or in the current year.

3. Produce a valid driver’s license or other form of identification if requested.

4. Produce a deed, land contract, or other evidence of ownership of the property for which an 
exemption is requested, if requested.

5. Meet the federal poverty income guidelines as defined and determined annually by the United States  
Office of Management and Budget OR the current poverty income guidelines adopted by the township  
board. (Note: If you plan to adopt guidelines other than the federal guidelines, the alternative 
guidelines adopted by your unit may be higher than the federal poverty guidelines—making it 
easier for a person to be eligible for the exemption—but cannot be lower than the federal poverty 
guidelines—making it harder to be eligible).
6. Meet additional eligibility requirements as determined by the township board, including:

SIZE OF FAMILY/HOUSEHOLD 2010 MAXIMUM TOTAL INCOME 

1 $13,000

2 $16,000

3 $18,300

4 $22,100

5 $25,800

6 ` $29,500

7 $33,300

8 $37,000

ADDITIONAL PERSON $ 3,700

be it also RESOLVED that the board of review shall follow the above stated policy and federal 
guidelines in granting or denying an exemption, unless the board of review determines there are 
substantial and compelling reasons why there should be a deviation from the policy and federal 
guidelines and these are communicated in writing to the claimant.

Motion by Wisniski, second by Mathieu to adopt Poverty Guidelines Resolution No. 2010-2012. The 
motion was approved unanimously by the Onekama Township Board. .

The Supervisor declared the resolution adopted.

______________________________

Helen Mathieu

Clerk



I, Helen Mathieu, the duly elected and acting Clerk of Onekama Township, hereby certify that the 
foregoing resolution was adopted by the township board of said township at the regular meeting of said 
board held on November 1, 2010, at which meeting a quorum was present by a unanimous vote of said 
members as hereinbefore set forth; that said resolution was ordered to take immediate effect.

_________________________________

Helen Mathieu

Clerk 

LIGHTHOUSE: The township received a bill for $4,108.25 The board agreed to pay this bill and 
others, not to exceed $6,500. The current bill total including the $4,108.25, is $6,393.12.

NEW BUSINESS: None.

PUBLIC COMMENT: None.

BILLS: Motion by Wisniski, second by Beebe to pay all regular and incoming bills. Motion carried.

CORRESPONDENCE: 
---DNRE 10-51-0039-P ---Charter Communications ---FEMA   

---County Clerks

ADJOURN: 1:28 p.m.

__________________________ _______________________

David Meister, Supervisor Helen Mathieu, Clerk

___________________________ ________________________

Lavonne Schafer-Beebe, Treasure  Roland Clement, Trustee

 ______________________________

 James Wisniski, Trustee


