
ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2009, 9 A.M. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. by Supervisor David Meister. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 
Present: Trustee James Wisniski, Trustee Roland Clement, Treasurer LaVonne Schafer-
Beebe. Absent: Clerk Helen Mathieu. 
MINUTES: Motion by Clement, second by Wisniski to accept the minutes of the June 2, 
2009 regular meeting with the following corrections: in Parks Recreation, add a “t” to the 
word “mee” in the first sentence. Motion  carried. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: Received and placed on file. 
Mathieu arrived: 9:08 p.m. 
AMEND AGENDA: Add Jerry Peterson, after Amend Agenda; add Township 
Maintenance, DDA, MTA, Michigan Works, under New Business; Suzanne Schwing; 
after Fire/Rescue. 
JERRY PETERSON: County Road Commission Peterson said he received two requests  
naming a road west of Red Park and south of Crescent Beach Road and asked the board 
for its input. Consensus of the board was to go with the majority in the request. Peterson 
said the request would be on the road commission’s August agenda. He also told the 
board that road brining in the township should be complete by the end of July, a true 
survey and fencing is needed on 9th Street, he will give the board an estimate on graveling 
Christenson Road. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Comments received from Wendell Brooks. 
INVASIVE SPECIES: Mary Reed  discussed the need to approve the Onekama 
Township Phragmites Ordinance, said the first public hearing on the issue will be 
Tuesday, July 14 at 7 p.m. in Farr Center 
                         ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP PHRAGMITES ORDINANCE 
                                               Ordinance No. 2009-02 
THE TOWNSHIP OF ONEKAMA ORDAINS: 
Section 1: Title. 
This Ordinance shall be known as the Onekama Township Phragmites Ordinance. 
Section 2: Legislative Findings and Purpose of Ordinance. 
Phragmites is an invasive species whose spread is not halted by traditional legal boundaries 
between parcels. 
Although Phragmites seeds can cause a small amount of spread, most reproduction is 
accomplished through runners growing along the ground. A single stand of Phragmites can spread 
30-50 feet per year through these runners. If left unchecked, dense Phragmites stands can block 
views of Portage Lake, and make beaches inaccessible, which can lead to a decline in tourism and 
property values. In addition, the spread of Phragmites can drive out native plant species thereby 
destroying beneficial wildlife habitat. The loss of habitat, tourism, and recreational opportunities 
also impairs the public trust. Because of its method of reproduction and extreme competitive 
advantage over native plant species, effective treatment of Phragmites requires eradicating the 
plant wherever it is found, including both above and below the ordinary high water mark. 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to provide procedures intended to comply with federal and state 
due process requirements so that all property with a Phragmites infestation can be included in a 
Phragmites eradication zone and can receive effective Phragmites treatment. By including all 
property with a Phragmites infestation in the Phragmites eradication zone, this Ordinance will 
help maximize the effectiveness of the Phragmites treatment, thereby eliminating or reducing the 



adverse impacts of a Phragmites infestation and reducing the chance and severity of re-
infestation. 
Section 3: Definitions. 
As used in this Ordinance, 
"Bottomland" means lands in Portage Lake, including the bays and harbors thereof, lying below 
and lakewardof the ordinary high water mark. 
"Ordinary high water mark" means the line between upland and bottomland that persists through 
successive changes in water levels, below which the presence and action of the water is so 
common or recurrent that the character of the land is marked distinctly from the upland and is 
apparent in the soil itself, the configuration of the surface of the soil, and the vegetation. 
"Person" means an individual, firm, corporation, association, partnership, limited liability 
company, or otherlegal entity.             
"Phragmites" or "Phragmites plant" means the invasive plant species with the scientific name 
Phragmites australis, also known as the common reed, which is a large perennial grass native to 
wetland sites throughout temperate regions of the world. Phragmites is hereby also declared by 
the Township to be a noxious weed for purposes of Act 359 of 1941. 
 
"Phragmites Administrator" means the person(s) appointed by the Township Board to administer 
this Ordinance. The Phragmites Administrator shall also serve as the Township’s commissioner 
of noxious weeds pursuant to Act 359 of 1941, and as such shall take the oath required of all 
township officers, and shall hold office for the term of 2 years and until a successor is appointed 
and qualified, and shall receive for compensation such sum as may be fixed by the Township 
Board. The body so appointing may, at any time, for good cause remove such commissioner from 
office and appoint his/her successor to serve the remaining portion of his term. The Township 
Clerk shall report the name and address of the person so appointed to the state department of 
agriculture within 10 days after making such appointment. 
"Phragmites eradication zone" means the area of bottomland of Portage Lake with a Phragmites 
infestation that the Township Board has determined is subject to Phragmites treatment. 
"Phragmites infestation" means the presence of one or more seed heads in a Phragmites plant. 
"Phragmites treatment" means the application of necessary herbicide chemicals by a person 
authorized to do so under a permit issued by the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ). 
'Township Board" means the Onekama Township Board. 
“Treatment” means any and all methods of eradicating and/or preventing the spread of 
Phragmites, including but not limited to the application of chemical herbicides. 
Section 4: Phragmites Inspection; Written Report; Right to Access Property; Consent; 
Administrative Search Warrant. 
Unless the Township Board directs otherwise, the Phragmites Administrator shall annually 
conduct an inspection of all Portage Lake shoreline properties within the Township for the 
purpose of identifying all parcels on which a Phragmites infestation is present. The Phragmites 
Administrator shall submit a written report of his or her findings to the Township Board no later 
than the Township Board's regular July meeting. 
The Phragmites Administrator shall have the right to access all Portage Lake shoreline properties 
within the Township for the purpose of conducting the Phragmites inspection. However, before 
entering onto a parcel to conduct the inspection, the Phragmites Administrator shall obtain written 
consent from the property owner for any such inspection. If the property owner fails to provide 
written consent to the Phragmites Administrator for the physical inspection of the parcel, then the 
Phragmites Administrator shall not enter onto the parcel, unless authorized to do so by an 
administrative search warrant issued by a court of competent jurisdiction. 
Section 5: Public Hearing to Show Cause Why Property Should not be Included in 
Phragmites Eradication Zone; Notice of Public Hearing. 



After receiving the written report from the Phragmites Administrator identifying all parcels in the 
Township on which a Phragmites infestation is present, the Township Board shall schedule a 
public hearing giving the owners of the property identified by the Phragmites Administrator in his 
or her written report submitted tothe Township Board under Section 4 of this Ordinance an 
opportunity to show cause why their property should not be included in the Phragmites 
eradication zone for the succeeding year. A written notice of the public hearing, specifying the 
time, date, and place of the hearing and stating that the parcel has been tentatively identified for 
inclusion in the Phragmites eradication zone, shall be sent by sent by certified mail with return 
receipt requested to all owners of record or other parties in interest whose names and mailing 
addresses are on the Township assessment records no less than twenty (20) days before the 
hearing. Notice of the public hearing shall also be published twice in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the Township with the first publication being no less than twenty (20) days before 
the hearing. The notices shall describe methods of treating and eradicating the Phragmites, as well 
as a summary of the provisions of Section 4 of Act 359 of 1941. 
 
Section 6: Parcels to be Included in Phragmites Eradication Zone. 
Following the public hearing required under Section 5 of this Ordinance, the Township Board 
shall determine which parcels identified by the Phragmites Administrator in his or her written 
report submitted to the Township Board under Section 4 of this Ordinance shall be included in the 
Phragmites eradication zone. The Township Board shall exclude a parcel identified by the 
Phragmites Administrator in his or her written report upon a finding that due to the isolation of 
the parcel in relation to other parcels, the minor nature of the Phragmites infestation on the parcel, 
or other factors the exclusion of the parcel from the Phragmites eradication zone shall not have a 
significantly detrimental impact on the effectiveness of the Phragmites treatment in the 
Township. 
Section 7: Application to DEQ for Phragmites Treatment Permit; Permit Fee. 
After the Township Board has determined which parcels shall be included in the Phragmites 
eradication zone for that year, the Phragmites Administrator shall apply to the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) for a permit authorizing Phragmites treatment on 
the parcels within the Phragmites eradication zone. Any fee charged by the DEQ for such 
Phragmites treatment permit shall be paid for as determined by the Township Board. 
Section 8: Phragmites Treatment; Cost. 
Following the receipt of a permit from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ) authorizing Phragmites treatment on the parcels within the Phragmites eradication zone, 
the Township shall engage the services of a professional authorized to engage in Phragmites 
treatment. The cost of the Phragmites treatment shall be paid for as determined by the Township 
Board. 
Section 9: Annual report of Phragmites Administrator. 
The Phragmites Administrator shall, annually, before the first day of December, make a written 
report to the department of agriculture and to the Township Board. Said report shall be made out 
upon blank forms furnished by the department of agriculture and shall contain such information 
with reference to the existence and growth of nox ious weeds as said department may require. 
Section 10: Validity. 
If any section, provision or clause of this Ordinance or the application thereof to any parcel, 
person or circumstances is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect any remaining portions or 
application of this Ordinance, which can be given effect without the invalid portion or 
application. 
Section 11: Effective Date. 
This Ordinance shall become effective the day following its publication in a newspaper of general 
circulation within the Township. 
 



Ordinance No. 2009-02 was adopted on the 7th day of  July, 2009, by the Onekama 
Township Board as follows: 
Motion by: Roland Clement  
Seconded by: LaVonne Schafer-Beebe 
Yeas: Helen Mathieu, LaVonne Schafer-Beebe, Roland Clement, David Meister 
Nays: James Wisniski 
Absent: None 
ORDINANCE DECLARED PASSED 
 
                                                                                        ___________________________ 
                                                                                        Helen Mathieu, Clerk 
                                                          
                                                                                                                   
CERTIFICATION                           
I, Helen Mathieu, Clerk of Onekama Township, Manistee County, Michigan, do hereby 
CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Ordinance adopted by the 
Onekama Township Board at a regular meeting held on the 7th day of July, 2009. 
 
                                                                                ___________________ 
                                                                                Helen Mathieu, Clerk 
(Note: This ordinance does not become effective until after public hearings and 
publication of Ordinance No. 2009-02). 
 
                                                                                        
COMMISSIONER ED HAIK: Absent. 
COMMISSIONER KEN HILLIARD: Absent. 
FIRE/RESCUE: Tom Kleinsorge reported there were 12 fire runs and 7 rescue runs for 
the month of June; because they have no rescue rig and because the state requires a 
certified unit, Bear Lake asked Onekama for help in covering the south end of Bear Lake 
Township; Arcadia and Maple Grove will assist with the other areas. Consensus of the 
board to approve this request. Bear Lake also requested an Onekama fire truck to 
participate in their Bear Lake Days parade; it may be two months before the state can 
notify the Onekama trainees as to whether they passed the state tests. Consensus of board 
to approve purchase of Fire Safety Day hats and goodies for children up to a cost of $500. 
Meister instructed clerk to send a letter to Brown Township regarding fire runs and tell 
them that the Onekama Township Fire Department pumper is not in compliance and 
needs to be replaced. Cost of replacement is approximately $275,000 -$290,000. 
---Millage: The fire/rescue renewal millage will be on the ballot in the Tuesday, Nov. 3, 
2009 election. The millage proposal is: 

ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP FIRE/RESCUE 
MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSITION 

Shall the previously voted increase in the tax limitation imposed by Section 6, Article IX 
of the Michigan constitution of 1963 on general ad valorem taxes within Onekama 
Township, Manistee County, Michigan, be renewed at one (1) mill of the taxable value of 
all property in Onekama Township ($1.00 per $1,000.00 of taxable value) for a period of 
five (5) years, 2009 through 2013, inclusive, for the purpose of funding Onekama 
Township’s fire department operating, capital improvement and capital acquisition 



purposes, including the purchase of fire fighting and emergency response equipment; and 
shall Onekama Township levy such renewal in millage for said purpose, thereby, raising 
in the first year an estimated $ 140,024.00? This is a renewal of the previously authorized 
one (1) mill for fire department operating, capital improvement and fire fighting and 
emergency response equipment acquisition purposes which expired in 2008. 
Motion by Beebe, second by Wisniski to approve the language for the millage request on 
the ballot as presented. Roll call vote: James Wisniski, yes; Roland Clement, yes; Helen 
Mathieu, yes; LaVonne Schafer-Beebe, yes; David Meister, yes. Motion carried. 
SUZANNE SCHWING: Schwing once again discussed the  Portage Lake Wetlands 
Project. She addressed the board regarding re-applying for the $491,300 grant and asked 
the board to consider having a vote for one mill for one year. 
ONEKAMA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION:  The commission will have a 
special meeting to review the Article 9 Village District Overlay Thursday, July 9 at 7 
p.m. The regular meeting is Thursday, July 16 at 7 p.m. in the township hall. 
BOARD OF REVIEW: The Board of Review will meet Tuesday, July 21 at 9 a.m. for 
errors and corrections only. No appeals will be heard. 
CEMETERY: Mathieu reported Abonmarche has completed identification of all 
cemetery lots for the township. 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: Chairman Tom Gerhardt reported the board granted 
a variance to Glen and Mary Griffiths for a portion of 51-11-033-016-00, Parcel B , 
Ordinance Section 1012B (2), allowing construction of a primary dwelling and driveway 
without upgrade to Local Private Road standards. The following conditions are included 
in the variance: Provide adequate turn-around through a deeded easement connected to 
the private road sufficient to allow emergency vehicles and others to reverse direction on 
the private road without encroaching on private property; driveway construction to the 
new parcel will be constructed in such a manner that will prevent storm runoff from 
disturbing or otherwise having adverse impact on neighboring properties. 
The easement for emergency vehicles is in a signed letter from Eskel and Mary Norbeck 
Jr. as follows: “ We, Eskel C. Norbeck Jr. and Mary W. Norbeck, trustees of the Eskel C. 
Norbeck and Mary W. Norbeck Trust dated April 18, 1996, will provide easements on 
our property for emergency vehicles to turn around.”  
PORTAGE LAKE HARBOR COMMISSION: Minutes received and placed on file. 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: Zoning Administrator Dana Schindler reported 6 
township Land Use Permits, no village Land Use Permits, 2 DEQ permits issued in 
village, no Special Use Permits, Land divisions or Boundary Adjustments, 6 townships 
violations pending, 4 violations of village Police Power Ordinance 25, 1 violation of 
Village Road Ordinance, one township variance granted, 1 township violation resolved, 1 
village violation resolved. The complete was received and placed on file. 
MTA-Local Chapter: Chapter President Wisniski reported the next meeting will be 
Wednesday, July 22 in the County Road Commission building at 7 p.m. 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION: No report. 
PORTAGE LAKE WATERSHED FOREVER: A fund-raiser is scheduled for July 18. 
PARKS & RECREATION: Secretary Tom Gerhardt reported the committee will order 
plant markers at a cost of no more than $250 to identify plants in North Point Park that 
are listed in the current park brochure; Appreciation and Awareness Day is Saturday, 
August 8, from noon to 3 p.m. at North Point Park with free hot dogs, chips and soft 



drinks supplied by Jim Mrozinski of Onekama Marine; donations of $45 were received; 
priorities for 2009-2010 were listed and discussed; consensus to ask township board to 
survey and mark the North Point Park boundary from the intersection of South 
Greenway, The Midway, and East Greenway, along East Greenway to Willow Way, with 
money from the North Point Park Fund. Complete report received and placed on file. 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION: No report. 
PORTAGE LAKE WATERSHED FOREVER:  A fund-raiser is scheduled for July 18 
in the home of DeeDee and Bert Miller. 
MAIDENS/CHRISTENSON ROAD:  Meister to discuss roads with County Road 
Commission Director Jerry Peterson. 
PORTAGE LAKE AVE., SUNNYSIDE, LAKEVIEW: State of Michigan/County 
Road are involved. O report. 
FIREWORKS PERMIT: Motion by Beebe, second by Wisniski, to permit Meister to 
sign the fireworks permit for Onekama Days. Motion carried. 
HAZMAT RESOLUTION: Motion by Wisniski, second by Clement to adopt the 
Manistee County Hazmat Resolution. Motion carried. 
 

HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN ADOPTION RESOLUTION 
(Resolution No. 2009-05) 

 
Whereas, Onekama Township, Michigan has experienced risks that may damage 
commercial, residential and public properties, displace citizens and businesses, close 
streets and impair infrastructure, and present general public health and safety concerns; 
and 
Whereas, the community has prepared a “Hazard Mitigation Plan” that outlines the 
community’s options to reduce overall damage and impact from natural and 
technological hazards; and 
Whereas the “Hazard Mitigation Plan has been received by community residents, 
business owners, and federal, state and local agencies, and has been revised to reflect 
their concerns; 
Whereas the Natural All-Hazards Mitigation Plan for Onekama Township, Michigan 
shall provide the framework for use in reducing loss of life, injuries and property damage 
related to any disaster either natural or technological, and 
Whereas, the Plan is prepared in accordance with 44 CFR Part 210, as authorized by the 
Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, and 
Whereas, Onekama Township desires to adopt the plan as written and approved by the 
Manistee County Board of Commissioners as of 2005 as their Natural Hazard Mitigation 
Plan, 
Now, therefore be it resolved that Onekama Township Board adopts the Natural Hazards 
Mitigation Plan. 
The “Hazard Mitigation Plan” is hereby adopted as an official plan of the Onekama 
Township Board. 
 
Passed this  7th    day of July , 2009.  
 
 



                                                                           _________________________ 
                                                                           Helen Mathieu, Clerk 
 
 
 
ORV: Discuss at August meeting. 
BEACH CLEANUP: Waiting on arrival of beach groomer and equipment from 
Manistee. 
STREET LIGHTS: Motion by Beebe, second by Wisniski, to pay for street lights on 
Maidens Rd. and M-22, $900; Jones Road, $100; Pierport, $400, and not do Bayview Rd 
at this time. Motion carried. 
RECYCLE: Clerk to contact Mary Pitcher to discuss the issue with the township board. 
MAINTENANCE: Consensus of board to hire Al Ross as an “as needed” maintenance 
employee for the township at a fee of $10 per hour. 
MICHIGAN WORKS: Board to seek helpers from this group for township projects at 
no cost to the township. 
DDA: Tabled. 
SECRETARY OF STATE: Letter sent to Secretary of State to get a list of boat 
registrations. Board members made some comments. Clerk to look into what is involved. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
BILLS: Motion by Beebe, second by Wisniski, to pay all regular and incoming bills. 
Motion carried. 
Z. A. CONTRACT: Township and Village will have special meeting regarding contract 
on Monday, July 20 at 9:30 a.m. 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
---Revenue Sharing Board  ---Dist. `10 Health Dept.  ---MRA 
---PLA     ---Charter Communications 
 
ADJOURN: 12:55 p.m. 
 
 
___________________________                   ________________________ 
David Meister, Supervisor                              Helen Mathieu, Clerk 
 
 
____________________________                __________________________ 
LaVonne Schafer-Beebe, Treasurer               Roland Clement, Trustee 
 
                                ____________________________ 
                                James Wisniski, Trustee 

 


