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At 8:02 a.m. on Thursday, April 21, 2016, Chairperson Jon Phillips opened the Onekama 

Village and Township Community Parks and Recreation Committee regular monthly 

meeting in the Onekama Township Hall.  Agendas had been distributed.  Other 

Committee members present were Vice Chairperson Mary Lou Millard, Secretary-

Treasurer Tom Gerhardt, Leann Burger, Roger Burger, Ken Franklin, Sally Koon, Jim 

Mrozinski, and Mary Reed.  Al Taylor of the Explore the Shores Subcommittee was also 

present.  Cecelia Huebner was at the meeting to talk about cleaning up Onekama’s 

sidewalks.  Township Trustee Bob Blackmore, Township Clerk Helen Mathieu, and     

Fire Captain Clinton Osborn were in attendance for part of the meeting. 

 

Cleaning Onekama’s Sidewalks with Volunteer Help—Phillips introduced 

Huebner, who began her presentation about cleaning Onekama’s sidewalks with 

volunteer help by distributing photos of the walks needing cleaning.  She said that she 

had worked on cleaning up sidewalks from Farr Center east to the former Saco’s 

Market building, but the project was a lot of work.  And, the walks with the greatest 

amount of cleaning were yet to be done, those being westward from Rotary Park to 

Prospect Street. 

 

She is now looking toward organizing a work day in which a number of volunteers 

would participate.  Taylor and Reed said that there were several civic groups, including 

the garden clubs, Watershed, and Portage Lake Association, to which a request for 

volunteers might be made.  Reed thought that June might be better for this work, 

because there are more people around; yet, if students are used, the months in which 

the Onekama School is open are better for these projects.   Regardless, there needs to 

be a date established.  Koon said that she could work on weekends better than on 

weekdays, so this might be another option for people who work during the week.   

 

Millard and Leann Burger thought it would be wise to notify property owners that this 

work is to be done.    The walk to be cleared might be on private property.  Debris has 

to be left off of the sidewalks and the roads they parallel.  The Village maintenance 

man will then remove it.  It should not be placed where petunias will be planted.  

Franklin inquired about the amount of time necessary to do the cleaning.  The only 

answer that could be made at the moment is that the amount of time required varies 

with the amount of debris to be removed from the walk, including grass and weeds that 

must be dug out.  

 



Huebner asked for the Committee to discuss what it can do to help and then call her at 

(231) 889-3691.   

  

Approval of the Minutes of March 17, 2016—Millard moved that the minutes 

of the March 17, 2016, meeting be approved.  Koon seconded the motion; the motion 

carried. 

 

Addition of Items to the Agenda—Phillips called for additions to the agenda.  

Franklin asked that landscaping at Feldhak Park be added; it was placed after Park 

Watchers.  Taylor was given permission to present his report at the present time, 

because he had to leave before the end of the meeting.  

 

Explore the Shores Projects—Taylor reported that bids had been opened and a 

contract is ready to be awarded for the Langland Park project funded in part by a 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund grant received by the Township last December.  

However, scope changes have to be made and then approved by the Trust Fund.  

These changes include the benches and structure of the shelter at the north entrance 

to the beach, the building of only one unisex toilet for the project, and the rehabilitation 

of the existing gazebo complex possibly leaving the northwest stairway.   

 

The Onekama Township Board also wants the parking lot paved if there is enough 

money left.   Bike racks will be included, although the exact location is not known yet.  It 

does not look like anything can be done with the dune that has formed there, other 

than let it blow out.   

 

Taylor next talked about the kayak launch project, for which application has been 

made for a grant, which would also be from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund.  

The amount of the grant requested is $75,900 for the $101,200 project.  The required 

match is $25,300.  The grant application was sent in by April 1, 2016.  The grant, if 

approved, will be announced in early December, 2016.  A lease is now being 

negotiated with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources by the Township for the 

M-DNR Launch Site on which to add the kayak launch, if the grant is approved.  The 

lease has to be in place by next fall before the grant approval is announced.   

 

Taylor further reported on several miscellaneous items.  As included in the Committee 

minutes last month, Papa J’s in Onekama will have kayaks and stand-up paddleboards 

for rent.  Leann Burger said that kayaks should not be on the swimming beach in the 

Village Park.  There also might be congestion in the Village Park and on the boat ramp 

from these activities.  Taylor was asked about the longboarding event, which is 

supposed to be in the middle of May.  Since he is not working with it this year, he did not 

know of the exact status of the event.   

 

M-DNR Launch Site—Mrozinski mentioned at this time the need for an official 

appropriation from the parks and recreation funds annually for the lighting of the 

pierhead light at the M-DNR Launch Site year around.  The September, 2015, bill for the 

electric there was $30.16, which at that amount monthly would require approximately 



$361.92 in annual expenditure.  The light was turned off in November and is to be turned 

back on this month.  Committee members thought that it should be lighted year 

around since the Portage Point Inn is moving toward year-around operation once 

more, and there are people nearby who can view the light and enjoy seeing it at night.   

 

At the end of the meeting, Koon moved that the pierhead light be lighted year-around 

with the electric bill being paid with an annual appropriation from the Onekama 

Township parks and recreation fund.  Franklin second this motion, which carried.  Also at 

the end of the meeting, it was suggested that the agenda for the May 19, 2016, meeting 

include discussion of naming and dedicating the MDNR Launch Site as a Township park, 

once the lease is completed between the Township and the M-DNR.   

 

Phillips reported that the picnic tables placed on the Launch Site by Jim Simons had 

been taken and refinished by the staff at Orchard Beach State Park and were back at 

the Launch Site.   Mrozinski asked how many boats can be launched at a time on the 

ramp at the Launch Site?  The Committee thought that there is room for two.  

  

Secretary-Treasurer’s Report—Secretary-Treasurer Gerhardt said that the 

Onekama Township General Fund Budget for April 1, 2016, through March 31, 2017, was 

approved at a special meeting of the Township Board on March 30, 2016.   

Recreation/Parks was budgeted $195,000.00. 

 

The categories and the amounts budgeted for the stated period are General Parks, 

Road Ends, and South Pier, $12,000.00; Glen Park, $8,000.00; Feldhak Park, $2,000.00;  

Eagles View Wetlands Preserve, $4,000.00; Langland Park, $151,000.00 (Match for Grant, 

$87,000.00, and Langland Park Other, $64,000.00); North Point Park, $10,000.00; and DNR  

Park, $8,000.00. 

 

Tree Subcommittee—Plans are still on for Arbor Day to be celebrated in the 

Onekama Village Park on Saturday, May 7 at 10:00 a.m.  Josh Shields, forester of the 

Manistee Soil & Water Conservation District, will be the speaker at this event.   

There will be two or three trees planted in the Village Park.  Roger Burger had talked 

with the Village Council about the Park trees at the regular Council meeting the night 

before and obtained approval for these trees.   

 

There might be a tree or trees planted at Feldhak Park, also, if permission can be 

obtained from the Feldhak family to do so.  Plans are still in the making to put trees in 

large containers along Main Street in Onekama.  Reed said that there will be publicity 

on the Arbor Day event, including a flyer to be distributed.   

 

Gerhardt said that when the Township Board held its regular meeting on April 5, 2015, 

Township Supervisor David Meister and some of the Board members were wondering 

why plans had not been made yet for the irrigation system at North Point Park to be 

installed.  Meister said that he was ready to consult with the Tree Subcommittee about 

this project and needed the distance around the Long Loop of the Blanche Miller Trail 

and the gallons per minute that could be delivered by the pump in the new well at the 

Park.  Gerhardt said the Long Loop length is 3,203 feet, according to the map of it in the 



North Point Park brochure.  The specification for the pump delivery of the 5-inch well is 

not on the estimate of the well cost, so would have to be obtained from Peterson’s Well 

Drilling at Irons—(231) 266-5242 or (800) 882-4963.  Gerhardt encouraged the installation 

of a system with hydrants to which could be connected the irrigation hoses and that 

would have water available for other uses out in the Park.   

 

Park Watchers—Taylor said that the interactive parks and recreation map will be on 

the web site next week, if it is working.  For Glen Park, Phillips said that the tree Leann 

Burger had reported down at the March 17, 2016, meeting was to be removed from the 

trail that was beyond the park boundaries.   

 

Phillips then made assignments for this season’s park watchers:  Glen Park, Leann 

Burger; North Point Park, Phillips; Feldhak Park and Eagles View Wetlands—A 

Community Preserve, Franklin; Carden Park, Koon; Village Parks, Roger Burger; and 

Langland Park, Al Taylor.  And, any Committee member seeing something needing 

attention should call Phillips (231) 889-4516. 

 

Feldhak Park Landscaping Plan—Franklin reported that the deteriorated 

church sign has been removed from the north boundary of Feldhak Park.  There has 

been some input from four of the Village churches that were on the sign that they 

would like to have the sign replaced, if possible.  The churches involved would fund the 

sign.   

 

Franklin also reported that he had a tentative landscaping plan for Feldhak Park that 

would involve a garden in the shape of Portage Lake, with annuals and native plants 

being used.  He hopes to involve garden clubs and master gardeners.  Reed brought 

up the idea of possibly using plants that are placed in rain gardens.  After two years, 

there is little maintenance in this type of garden.  

 

Because of the deed restriction on Feldhak Park, permission to do this would have to 

come from members of the Feldhak family.  Koon made a motion for Franklin to show 

the landscaping plan to Bob Baker, the late Harry Feldhak’s son-in-law, asking for input 

and the family’s approval.  This plan would include the trees or shrubs in pots that might 

be put there; it would be coordinated with the Eagles View Wetlands—A Community 

Preserve, which adjoins the south boundary of Feldhak Park.  Reed seconded the 

motion; the motion carried.  

 

Eagles View Wetlands—A Community Preserve—Reed reported that there 

is to be a consultant here to make suggestions for the project of building a boardwalk 

for Eagles View Wetlands—A Community Preserve.  He also will look at the stairs to the 

wellhouses in Glen Park.  Another consultant is to make suggestions about the sign for 

the Eagles View Wetlands.  

 

Manistee County-Wide Park and Recreation Plan—Phillips said that there is 

supposed to be a CD coming that will have the Manistee County-Wide Park and 

Recreation Plan on it.  Reed mentioned that it is also on the internet.  



 

Onekama Days—Onekama Days for 2016 is August 4-7.  The Parks Appreciation 

Day is Saturday, August 6.  Mrozinski said that he will do the refreshments again at North 

Point Park.  Carrie at Onekama Marine will make the arrangements.  Leann Burger has 

organized a children’s activity involving GPS coordinates shown on cell phones.  She 

has listed coordinates where the participants are to go in each park to find the answer 

to a question.   This would eliminate having a person at each park.   Koon and Millard 

are to work on the children’s activity.  Pickleball and tennis tournaments are still to take 

place, but they may overlap, according to Leann Burger.  Franklin said that it would be 

nice if someone would make an historical presentation at one of the sites. 

 

Onekama Consolidated Schools—Koon said that the year at the Onekama 

School is starting to wind down; there are still soccer, baseball, and track activities.  

Graduation will bring the year to a close.  County-wide meetings for Board members 

are being conducted to determine what could be done better in organization of the 

schools in view of the declining enrollments. 

 

Portage Lake Watershed Forever—Reed reported the Portage Lake Watershed 

Forever has been working through its partnership in the Manistee Coalition of 

Watersheds. The local group has been working with trees and rain gardens.  The 

Portage Lake Management Report for 2015 is on the portagelakewatershed.com 

website.  Reed mentioned that Stream 9 near Easy Street has a high phosphorous 

content.  The Watershed will try to find the source of this phosphorous. 

 

Portage Lake Association—Phillips reminded Committee members that the 

Portage Lake Association is soliciting funds for the Portage Petunia Parade, which is to 

be planted May 25 along First and Main Streets (M-22) in Onekama.  Volunteers for the 

planting also are needed; interested persons should contact Phillips at (231) 889-4516.  

Donations are to be sent to the Portage Lake Association, P. O. Box 493, Onekama, MI 

49675-0493. 

  

Next Meeting and Adjournment—The Parks and Recreation Committee 

meeting for April 21, 2016, adjourned at 10:00 a.m.  The next regular meeting is on 

Thursday, May 19, 2016, at 8:00 a.m. in the Onekama Township Hall.   
 

Respectfully submitted,                                                                           

  

 

                                                                                  Tom H. Gerhardt, Secretary-Treasurer      


